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Sunday, May 31 

Volunteer Appreciation BBQ—Cooper Garden 
 

June 8-12 and 15-19 

Los Niños Summer Program 

Cooper-Molera; info at Cooper Store 
 

Saturday, July 4  

Living History 

Family-oriented activities in the Cooper Gar-

den following the Independence Day Pa-

rade. 
 

Saturday, August 29  

Robert Louis Stevenson Celebration 

Stevenson House 
 

Saturday & Sunday, October 3 & 4  

History Fest 
 

Friday & Saturday, December 11 & 12  

31st Annual Christmas in the Adobes 

Our signature event and major fundraiser 

for educational programs at Monterey State 

Historic Park. Tickets go on sale October 

15. 

I t is with great sadness that we report the loss of two longtime, 

dedicated MSHP workers. On February 7, after more than 

three decades of service, Parks Museum Curator Corrine 

Mendoza-Bairam passed away. Corrine started her career in 

January 1981 as a Park Aide on the San Mateo coast. In 

September of that same year, she became a Museum 

Custodian. In July 1989, she moved to the Marin Sector. Then in 

May 1993, Monterey District was fortunate to receive her as a 

Museum Tech. In March of 2006, she became a Museum 

Curator I, the position she held until her passing. “Corrine was 

the ultimate professional,” says Mat Fuzie, Monterey District 

Superintendent at State Parks, “and was loved by everyone she 

worked with. It is an understatement to say that she will be 

missed.” Services were held February 19 at the San Juan 

Bautista Mission Church.  

Volunteer Vicki Bruce passed away on February 14. Vicki 

was a “steadfast and cheerful contributor at our Thursday Hands 

On programs at Cooper-Molera Adobe,” says Michael Green, In-

terpretive Program Manager at MSHP, “and was a wonderful ad-

dition during Christmas in the Adobes in Captain Cooper’s dining 

room year after year.” He added that “the great joy she imparted 

to literally thousands of children during school programs and to 

Cooper visitors during CITA shall be missed.” Services for Vicki 

were held February 23 at Mission Memorial Park in Seaside.  

In Memorium 
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2015 Upgrades at Museum 
Conservation Just the First Step for MMAI 

B eing a docent at Stevenson House 

offers everything a volunteer could 

want: interesting and enthusiastic visitors, 

an impressive historic setting, a variety of 

themes for interpretation, and ample read-

ing material about the house and the man. 

April 2015 will see the reopening of Ste-

venson House and the need for more do-

cents. 

 Some may wonder why we celebrate 

Robert Louis Stevenson at Monterey State 

Historic Park. After all, he was from Edin-

burgh, Scotland; visited Monterey only 

once, in 1879; and stayed less than four 

Stevenson House, a Docent’s Dream  
months. It was the presence of Fanny Os-

bourne in the old Spanish town that lured 

him across the ocean and the plains to be 

with her, the woman he loved and wanted to 

marry. They had met three years before, in 

France, where Indiana-born Fanny was study-

ing art apart from her unfaithful husband.  

Due to complications with his arrival, Fanny 

returned to the Bay Area, leaving RLS alone 

in Monterey. 

 Stevenson was welcomed by the towns-

folk of Monterey and soon rescued from pov-

erty, poor health, and loneliness. With the 

Continued on p. 2 

 

projectile points, and arrowheads), and big 

improvements to it are afoot. 

 In September 2014, ethnographer Brian 

Bibby, who specializes in Native American 

basketry, assessed all 

of MMAI’s baskets. 

Based on his findings, 

State Parks is planning 

to re-address the inter-

pretation of the basket-

ry collection, says Kris 

Quist, Monterey District 

Museum Curator. Linda 

Yamane, a local Rumsi-

en Ohlone descendent 

and a renowned basket 

maker herself, has 

agreed to act as a con-

sultant on this project. 

In January of this year, 

Kris secured a $5,000 

grant from the Cultural 

Resource Management 

Program to conserve 

the baskets, per Bib-

by’s recommendations, that will be part of 

the new exhibit. Once that upgrade is com-

plete, Kris says, he will seek Community 

Continued on p. 4 
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T he Pacific House Museum, located in 

a historic adobe off of Custom House 

Plaza, is a popular tourist destination on 

weekends. Fewer people, however — even 

locals — make it up 

the old narrow stair-

way to the Monterey 

Museum of the Ameri-

can Indian on the sec-

ond floor. But those 

who do are well re-

warded. A collection 

of almost 300 Native 

American artifacts 

spanning thousands 

of years and at least 

as many miles greets 

visitors in an unas-

suming setting that 

lets them take their 

time to explore the 

richness of these arti-

facts up close.  

 As impressive as 

this permanent exhib-

it is, however, it represents only about 20 

percent of the museum’s total collection 

(not counting the huge number of lithic/

stone works such as mortars and pestles, 

Ethnographer Brian Bibby examines specimens 

in the basketry collection of the Monterey Mu-

seum of the American Indian. –Photo by Kris 

Quist, State Parks 
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Cooper Museum Store 

Hours 
 

Every Day 

10 am - 4 pm 

2015 MSHPA Board of Directors 
 

Bende Kelly, Co-president 

Susan Miller, Co-president 

Toy Bryant, Treasurer 

Gayle Paul, Membership 

Kimberly Wright, Secretary & Newsletter Co-editor 

John Klein, Website 

Kevin Hanstick, Outreach 

Pat Friedrich, Education 

Jan Houser, Past President 

Jill Lynch 

Kathy Miller 

Jeanie Sturges 

Jo McMenemy, Cooperating Association Liaison 

Monterey State Historic Park Association 
525 Polk Street  Monterey, CA  93940 

Website: MSHPA.org 
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Stevenson House 

eye and heart of an artist, he described the 

people he met – their kindness to him and 

lack of pretension. Monterey got to see this 

man before he became arguably the most cel-

ebrated writer of the English language. And 

RLS got to see Monterey before development 

and tourism took over; he wrote one of the 

best descriptions of its early character and 

natural beauty in The Old Pacific Capital. 

 Not only was Stevenson’s visit a gift to 

Monterey, so was the rambling adobe boarding 

house where he stayed. The French Hotel, la-

ter renamed Stevenson House, was gifted to 

State Parks in 1941 and then filled with perso-

nal memorabilia donated by the author’s fami-

ly and friends. Ever since, docents and park 

staff have enjoyed 

telling the story of 

Louis and Fanny, 

their trials and tra-

vels, and how his 

combination of 

imagination, opti-

mism, friendship, 

and courage led to 

literature for the 

ages. Visitors ar-

rive from all over 

the world to hear 

about the author 

of Treasure Island 

and Dr. Jekyll and 

Mr. Hyde; they 

leave with admira-

tion for RLS and 

his American wife 

and with an appreciation for Mon-

terey. 

 Docents learn about the 

origin of the house as a Mexican-

era adobe, the home of Customs 

House administrator Rafael Gon-

zalez. Later the building was pur-

chased by Jean Girardin, a native 

of Switzerland, for his home and 

business. In the mid 1870s, art-

ists, fishermen, and many others 

enjoyed an inexpensive place to 

stay at the Girardin House. The 

former capital was in transition 

from the aftermath of the war with 

Mexico, the California gold rush, 

and vigilante justice. Many of the 

personalities RLS met in Monterey 

were products of these early days. 

The goat ranchers who saved his 

life in Carmel Valley were veterans 

of the Mexican War. Jules Simo-

neau, whose French Restaurant 

was a favorite haunt of bohemians 

1400 Munras Avenue 

Monterey, California  93940 

(831) 373-3755 

 

and other local characters, ar-

rived in California during the gold 

rush. In the early 20th-century, 

the Stevenson House became a 

gathering place for artists and 

the studio of interior designer 

Frances Elkins. 

 At least once a year, the Ste-

venson House offers a special 

program for the public in the spa-

cious sala. With the support of 

MSHPA and park staff, docents 

help plan the event and may be 

part of the performance. Last 

year’s presentation about the 

cross-country journeys of RLS 

and French artist Jules Tavernier 

was so well attended that guests 

were overflowing into the beauti-

ful outdoor garden. Such a volun-

teer experience is a rare privi-

lege. 
– By Lindy Perez 

 

Continued from p. 1 

Monica Hudson, Stevenson House volunteer and pres-

ident of the RLS Society of Monterey, led a training 

session for volunteers old and new at Stevenson 

House on March 28. –Photo by K. Wright  

Stevenson House 
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School Program News 
 Working with children can be 

challenging, but I saw this as an op-

portunity to make my job more inter-

esting. Who wants to speak for an 

hour and a half to a group of 

rambunctious fourth graders? And if I 

get bored lecturing for that long, I 

know the kids will burn out long 

before I’m done. It’s much more 

interesting to involve them in an 

activity like grinding acorns. Learning 

should be fun, not just for the 

students, but for the program leader 

as well. 

 

Student-Written Letters 

In March, MSHP started offering a 

new student-letter program for the 

many children who live outside the 

area and cannot physically visit our 

parks. Teachers have their students 

write letters to us, asking for infor-

mation for a report. This does a cou-

ple of things: It allows the students to 

research an assignment and also 

helps teach them how to format a 

letter and request information. A 

parks brochure, background on the 

hide and tallow trade, and a Pacific 

House coin are all sent back to the 

writer. Hopefully this will enable us to 

reach a new group of students and 

share our park’s great history with 

them.  

 

Los Niños 

We have set the dates for this year’s 

Los Niños program, our daytime sum-

mer camp for children entering 

grades three through six. We will hold 

two one-week sessions in the Cooper-

Molera courtyard: June 8 through 12 

and June 15 through 19. Judy Piper 

will lead the day-to-day activities with 

my assistance. I will also handle 

scheduling and paperwork. We have 

planned many delightful and 

educational projects, such as 

grinding corn and making tortillas, 

branding leather, and learning about 

the Rumsien Indians. At the end of 

each week, youngsters will get to 

share their creations with family 

 

M onterey State Historic Park 

recently developed a new 

school field-trip program, and we im-

plemented our first trial run in Febru-

ary. Students visited the Pacific 

House and saw a demonstration of 

acorn processing, looked at hunting 

and fishing tools, and listened to a 

talk about the Rumsien Native Ameri-

can people of the Monterey Bay. 

Then the class walked to the Custom 

House, where they learned about the 

hide and tallow trade during the Mex-

ican era and completed a scavenger 

hunt.  

 The concept for this type of field 

trip grew out of my personal experi-

ence. Before coming to MSHP, I 

worked at two other parks that of-

fered school tours. Many times these 

consisted of students taking a field 

trip to a location and hearing a talk 

on the “fascinating” history of the 

park. But working with children and 

keeping their attention focused can 

be tough, and the prospect of giving 

two 45-minute talks sounded like a 

difficult task. Also, while a talk is a 

helpful tool for teaching, it is only 

one of many techniques. Engaging 

senses other than sight and sound 

can be equally or even more 

effective. For instance, when a 

person uses their full body and their 

senses of smell and touch, they can 

actually retain more information and 

create stronger memories. Additio-

nally, because these other activities 

let students release pent-up energy, 

they become less fidgety, more fo-

cused, and easier to manage.  

 This new tour provides a much 

richer experience than a self-guided 

walkthrough or a lecture. Youngsters 

help grind acorns into flour. They 

smell the nuttiness of the meal and 

feel its texture. We pass around a 

live soaproot plant so everyone can 

see what an acorn brush is made of. 

The children come to understand the 

adaptability and ingenuity of the 

Rumsien through the Indians’ use of 

local resources and hunting tools.  

members. Brochures and bookmarks 

about Los Niños will be available in 

the Cooper-Molera Store, and we 

encourage you to hand them out to 

parents who visit. Details will also be 

included in a teacher packet that I’m 

assembling. If you enjoy hands-on 

activities with children, I encourage 

you to volunteer. Interested docents 

can contact either me or Judy Piper.  
— By Callista Turner 

Guide I  
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Concerned about your 

State Parks? 

Local State Legislators 

State Senator 

Bill Monning 

Monterey District Office 

99 Pacific Street, Suite 575-F 

Monterey, CA 93940 

Phone: (831) 657-6315 

Fax: (831) 657-6320 

State Assembly Member  

Mark Stone 

Monterey County District Office 

99 Pacific Street, Suite 555-D 

Monterey, CA 93940 

Phone: (831) 649-2832 

Fax: (831) 649-2935 
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my way! We are in need of volunteers 

in all categories: Hands On program 

teachers, Stevenson House interpre-

ters, MSHP dancers, Cooper store-

keepers, and special-event Living 

History participants.  

 

Stevenson House Training 

The number of volunteer docents 

here has reached nearly 20. Several 

of them met on March 28 for a train-

ing session with longtime Stevenson 

aficionado Monica Hudson, who led 

the group in a lively discussion about 

our favorite Scottish author and 

shared techniques for effective inter-

pretation. The group also talked 

about the annual summer Stevenson 

event – check your email inbox for 

more on this as the season ap-

proaches. We will also be sending out 

postcard invitations. 

 

D.C. Conference 

Yours truly was invited to a special 

conference in Washington, D.C., held 

March 10 to 13. I met with inter-

preters from across the country who 

interpret historic objects owned by 

the National Trust for Historic Pres-

ervation. Shared information was 

highly relevant to the Cooper collec-

tion and will serve us well as we 

Page 6 

Coordinator’s Corner 

S eems the time is flying by this 

year with so much to do – we’re 

deep into spring already! Here’s the 

latest. 

 

Volunteer Recruitment 

This spring we’ve taken a compre-

hensive approach by advertising on 

Craigslist, in radio public-service 

announcements, and in the Monte-

rey County Herald’s print and online 

media. In addition, we’re using 

“contact me” business cards and 

putting up posters in several State 

Park buildings. If you have a friend 

or family member who would make a 

good volunteer, please send them 

Twenty brass electrical-box covers 

were stolen from Custom House Pla-

za sometime during the evening of 

Monday, March 2. Park Mainte-

nance Worker Ricky Roldan discov-

ered the missing covers the next 

morning. 

 After searching the area, five 

plates stacked nearby were recov-

ered, which seems to indicate that 

the culprit was interrupted and 

scared away during the theft. 

 The covers were secured with 

screws that can only be removed 

with a special tool, but anyone can 

buy this from a local hardware store. 

 “No doubt the covers were tak-

Vandal Strikes Custom House Plaza 

continue to present programs as 

stewardship partners in the future. 

The conference was wonderful, and 

the weather was perfect! The high-

light of the conference was dinner in 

Lincoln’s Cottage where a splendid 

dinner was served to us in the room 

where President Lincoln crafted the 

Emancipation Proclamation.  

 

Spanish Brochures 

A whopping 5,000 MSHP brochures 

printed in Spanish have arrived. 

Boxes will be replenished at the 

Cooper Store as supplies last. One 

caveat: Because the fronts are in 

English, they’re indistinguishable at 

first glance from their English-

language counterparts. Store-

keepers will need to be careful that 

they are providing guests with the 

right version. To help, the brochure 

racks containing Spanish copies 

have been labeled “Español.” 

 

Annual BBQ 

Save the date! The annual Volunteer 

Appreciation BBQ has been set for 

Sunday, May 31 (the week after 

Memorial Day weekend) at 12:00 

noon in the Cooper-Molera Garden. 

Past events there have been very 

successful, parking is more abun-

dant this year, and setup is uncom-

plicated. BBQ masters Nadine and 

Ricky Roldan will be cooking tri-tip, 

chicken, and sausages. Salads and 

dessert will round out the menu. 

Please be our guests and allow the 

MSHP staff to give you the royal 

treatment. It’s also a great opportu-

nity to bring along a spouse or friend 

who may be curious about our vo-

lunteer program. RSVP to me at Mi-

chael.Green@parks.ca.gov or by 

phone at (831) 649-7172.  
  — By Michael D. Green 

 State Park Interpreter III 

en for their recycle value,” Park Man-

ager Michael Green says. Each brass 

cover weighs several pounds, and 

brass is worth anywhere from $1.45 

to $2.00 per pound at most recycling 

centers. Meanwhile, replacing each 

cover will be quite expensive, and 

maintenance budgets are already 

depleted. 

 Roldan will be determining if 

there’s a better way to secure these 

covers, and in the future, electrical 

power to the plaza will be turned off 

except during special events. 
—By Michael D. Green 

 State Park Interpreter III 
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O n March 30 our “mad hatters” 

gathered to celebrate spring 

and the joys of being a volunteer 

storekeeper at the Cooper Museum 

Store. The event was hosted by the 

Retail Committee: Pat Friedrich, Jane 

Garrettson, Bende Kelly, Marisa Mer-

cado, Susan Miller, Gayle Paul, and 

Kimberly Wright. 

Winners of our second annual 

Easter bonnet competition were 

Chris Schwanz for most beautiful, 

Bende Kelly for most creative, and 

Linda Bulgreen for most fun. Each of 

the winners took home a lovely flowe-

ring plant. 

—  By Kimberly Wright 

– Photos by Holly 

Haynes 

The Paul Davis Partnership, LLP 
Architects and Planners 
286 El Dorado Street 
Monterey, California 93940 

Storekeepers Socialize With Hats! 

 Do you have an idea for a news-

letter article?  

 A question you would like an-

swered?  

 Want to write an article?  

Contact co-editors  

Holly Haynes - 

hf.haynes@gmail.com  

Kimberly Wright - 

kimberlywright@baymoon.com 

mailto:Michael.Green@parks.ca.gov
mailto:Michael.Green@parks.ca.gov
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Monterey Museum of the American Indian 

his family’s retail business, the Hol-

man Department Store on 

Lighthouse Avenue in PG, founded by 

his father in 1891 and later headed 

by W. R., who held the reins for 75 

years. 

 Zena was the real collector of 

the couple. She would buy or barter 

to obtain articles while she travelled 

throughout the West. “We also sus-

pect that she had one or two ‘agents’ 

who sought out Native American arti-

facts and then turned around and 

sold them to collectors like herself,” 

Kris says. The Holmans eventually 

gave their collection to the California 

Department of Parks and Recreation 

in hopes that it would “kindle a great-

er appreciation and understanding of 

various American Indian cultures,” as 

explained in the display’s introduc-

tion.  

 This is the fourth-largest collec-

tion of Native American objects in the 

State Park System, Kris says. As a 

non-renewable cultural resource, it’s 

very rare. But “to have this quality 

and diverse collection on the Monte-

rey Peninsula is also rare,” he 

says. As Bibby reports, the basketry 

alone represents the “traditions of 

more than 65 Native American cul-

tural communities indigenous to the 

Western United States and Canada, 

including a large component from 

California.” What’s more, because 

Zena apparently tried “to acquire at 

least one example of basketry from 

as many Native American cultures as 

possible,” Bibby writes, she has pro-

vided “a wide spectrum of the art 

form.” This increases the collection’s 

value “as a resource for interpreta-

tion and representation of Native cul-

tures and the role of basketry within 

traditional life,” he adds. “It is also a 

collection of high research value, in-

cluding a number of rare and unusu-

al examples.” 

 Besides the Holmans’ pieces, 

the museum has items from several 

individual donors and from the for-

mer Presidio of Monterey Museum 

when it was run by the U.S. military. 

(All of the Native American baskets 

that were once on display at the 

Presidio were deaccessioned and 

transferred to State Parks, Kris 

says.) 

 Pacific House is currently open 

Saturdays and Sundays. Starting in 

mid-April, it will be open on Fridays 

as well. Displays on the first floor 

help tell the story of Monterey when 

it was the capital of Alta California. 

The entrance fee is $3 for adults 

ages 13 and up; children 12 and 

under are free when accompanied 

by a paying adult.  
— By Holly Haynes 

Newsletter Co-editor 

Foundation and State Park Cultural 

Resource grants to completely re-do 

the second-floor exhibits. 

 The museum showcases works 

crafted by Native Americans from what 

is today Alaska down to Central Ameri-

ca, including the Yucatan Peninsula. 

“It is a very diverse collection, both 

geographically and in its variety of ob-

jects,” says Kris, though it “focuses 

primarily on California and West Coast 

basketry, Southwest (Pueblo) pottery, 

and Navajo blankets.” There is also a 

substantial assemblage of Plains Indi-

an regalia and clothing. The collection 

represents a wide range of eras, too, 

from a few prehistory examples of 

Anasazi and “Mound Builder” pottery, 

to pre-contact/early 19th-century bas-

kets and tools, up to commercial Na-

tive American trade goods (sold to col-

lectors and tourists) from the 1890s 

to the 1940s. 

 About 95 percent of the material 

was donated in 1961 by longtime 

Pagrovian Wilford Rensselar Holman 

and his wife, Zena. Holman is perhaps 

best known for the product of his 

efforts in the 1920s to have a road 

built linking Pacific Grove with 

Highway 1 to Carmel. That popular 

section of State Route 68 still bears 

his name. Many people may also recall 

Continued from p. 1 

Additional Reading … 
 

To learn more about Native Ameri-

can basketry, visit the Cooper-

Molera Store, where you’ll find two 

of Brian Bibby’s books on the sub-

ject: The Fine Art of California Bas-

ketry and Essential Art: Native Bas-

ketry from the California Indian Her-

itage Center. Both are filled with col-

or photographs that illustrate the 

artistry and detail of this great textile 

tradition. Bibby is a longtime scholar 

of Native California history and cul-

ture. 

Navajo blankets displayed in the MMAI.   

— Photo by H. H. 

Food prep artifacts including grain bas-

ket and mortars and pestles.  

— Photo by H. H. 
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An Artist and a Writer Travel Highway 1 North 

A travelogue can serve many pur-

poses: help plan a long-

anticipated vacation, entertain the 

armchair traveler, remind us of why we 

chose to call a place home. One of the 

Cooper-Molera Store’s newest titles, 

An Artist and a Writer Travel Highway 

1 North, does all three. Author Janice 

Stevens, who spent her childhood in 

Santa Cruz, teamed up with 

painter Pat Hunter for a series of 

weekend jaunts along our iconic 

coastal highway (and miles 

beyond its end, to the Oregon 

border). Their impressions are 

recorded here in words and 

images.  

 The book begins at Bixby 

Creek Bridge, north of Point Sur, 

and ends at Pelican State Beach, 

California’s northernmost ocean 

strand. Along the way, Stevens 

and Hunter explore some of our 

favorite local haunts, such as 

Custom House Plaza, the Aquari-

um, Pacific Biological Laborato-

ries (aka Ed Ricketts’ Lab), and 

the Sand Bar and Grill on Municipal 

Wharf II. A separate chapter is allotted 

to each major town or geographic ar-

ea, like “Pacific Grove, Point Pinos 

Lighthouse, and the Monarch Grove 

Sanctuary” or simply “San Francisco” 

or “Sausalito.” The hamlets of Bolinas, 

Gualala, Scotia … you’ll find them all 

here.  

 Hunter’s evocative watercolors, 

rendered in pastel shades, are the 

perfect medium for her coastal 

scenes, so often shrouded in real-

world fog. And despite some obvious 

subjects — the Lone Cypress, Cannery 

Row, the Golden Gate Bridge — her 

images depict mostly lesser-known 

sights. Yes, we see the Point Reyes 

Light Station, but also the pastoral 

hills that dot the surrounding land-

scape of western Marin County. 

 There’s plenty of inspiration in the 

words as well, often in the form of a 

quotation from a noted personality. 

Stevens’ choices are diverse and 

sometimes surprising: John Steinbeck, 

F. Scott Fitzgerald, Jack Kerouac. 

John Muir, Virginia Woolf, William 

Saroyan. Lord Byron, Samuel Taylor 

Coleridge, Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

Isaac Newton, Henri Matisse, Saint 

Augustine. The list goes on. Each 

chapter opens with a quote, and 

more citations are sprinkled 

throughout the text. Each chapter 

also includes a brief and handy list of 

points of interest. 

 Stevens’ bloglike memoir has a 

cozy familiarity about it, from her des-

cription of packing up the “small but 

spirited Mazda” with a “stack of CDs 

on the front seat console” and an ice 

chest full of provisions, to her on-

going banter about their dogs, Echo 

and Pokey, and her seemingly insa-

tiable appetite for fish and chips, 

mentioned more than a dozen times. 

She seamlessly mixes folksy personal 

reflections (“I am not one who re-

lishes driving across high bridges … I 

keep my eyes focused steadily in 

front of me, and wait eagerly to view 

the [Albion River Bridge] from the 

safety and security of solid ground on 

the other side.”) with history (“As con-

crete and steel were needed for the 

war effort during World War II, the 

current bridge was built in 1944 from 

salvaged wood …”) and metrics (“The 

bridge is an intimidating 970 feet in 

length, and the deck is 26 feet wide, 

narrow by today’s standards.”).  

 In fact, the lighthearted vi-

gnettes are full of curious factoids. 

For instance, did you know that the 

first person to push for a Pacific 

Coast highway was Seaside founder 

John Roberts, a physician who be-

moaned the difficulty of making 

house calls? His concern was thrown 

into high relief after a shipwreck at 

Point Sur; it took nearly four 

hours for him to reach the in-

jured men. 

But just as Stevens and 

Hunter use “Highway 1” rather 

loosely in the book title (much 

of their travels veer off this road 

or even beyond its endpoint), so 

Stevens seems to resort to po-

etic license in some of her 

prose. Consider these com-

ments as the women wend from 

Point Lobos to Carmel-by-the-

Sea: “We find ourselves hum-

bled by the extraordinary natu-

ral beauty that surrounds us as 

we drive north through gently 

rolling hills and forests. From 

time to time, we pass small 

oceanside resorts and communi-

ties…” Or this description of Point 

Pinos Lighthouse in PG: “This light-

house is not on the edge of the cliff, 

as many are, but is on the hill, 

backed by Monterey Pines and by 

the lush, spacious lawns of Pacific 

Grove Municipal Golf course in front 

of it. Highway 1 lies beneath.” And 

then, a couple of paragraphs later 

but still in PG: “Leaving the light-

house, we drive past Del Monte 

Beach, with ocean on one side of the 

highway and quaint cottages and 

Victorian homes lining the other.” 

Despite these shortcomings, An 

Artist and a Writer is an enjoyable 

read filled with engaging images. A 

sequel to this large-format paper-

back ($21.95; published by Craven 

Street Books) covers central Califor-

nia. It will be at the Cooper-Molera 

Store later this year. 

 — By Holly Haynes 

 Newsletter Co-editor 


