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At MSHPA, the Holidays Are Spelled  
C-I-T-A 

T he Cooper Adobe, a longtime CITA  
favorite, is back on this year’s tour, 

according to the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. Huzzah! But only the ground 
floor will be open, and the rest of the 
Cooper-Molera site remains shuttered. 
Which led me to wonder, what’s happening 
there?  

On a recent stroll downtown, I found the 
door to the old museum store wide open, 
while workmen in hard hats prepared to 
leave for the day. That gave me the perfect 
opportunity to step inside and document 
the status of construction. Walls are down, 
scaffolding is up, and open trenches expose 
newly laid pipes. It was hard to imagine 
what everything would look like when it’s 

Cooper-Molera Update 

 
Review: The Father of All p. 5 
Volunteer and Park News p. 6 
School Programs p. 7 

 

T he holiday season is rapidly approach-
ing, and attending Christmas in the 

Adobes is a fantastic way to get into the 
spirit. On Friday, December 8, and Saturday, 
December 9, from 5 to 9 p.m., downtown 
Monterey will be filled with visitors following 
maps to more than 20 historic houses and 
buildings whose doors will be open to wel-
come them inside. Luminarias on the side-
walk and beautiful Christmas angels will 
mark each location.  

The 34th-annual CITA has something for 
everyone. Eight Monterey State Historic Park 
buildings will participate this year. They are 
Custom House, Pacific House, First Brick 
House, Stevenson House, Casa Soberanes, 
Casa Gutierrez, Larkin House, and Sherman 
Quarters. Period dances will be performed 
at the Custom House, and flamenco 
dancers will entertain guests at Casa 
Gutierrez. The First Brick House will be open 

done. Here’s what the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation, which owns the property, 
says.  

The redwood barns will soon become an 
events center. Following a significant seis-

Continued on p. 2 

Continued on p. 2 

again this year, and homemade gingerbread 
will be offered to visitors. Many of you enjoy 
seeing these buildings each year but would 
also like something new, so we have added 
Sherman Quarters this year. We encourage 
you to come and see what the other State 
Parks buildings will have to offer! 

Fifteen partner buildings will be open as 
well. Plus, the Fisherman’s Wharf 

CITA 2016 —Photo by Michael D. Green 

Construction along Polk St.  —Photo by Holly Haynes 
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Christmas in the Adobes 

Custom House  
Store  

 

Open Daily  
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

2017 MSHPA Board of Directors 
 

Gayle Paul, Co-president 
Harish Joshi, Co-president, Retail Chair, Outreach 
Toy Bryant, Treasurer 
Suzanne Siegelman, Secretary 
Susan Miller, Past President 
Bende Kelly, Volunteer Council 
Jan Houser, Fundraising 
Bonnie Van Meter, Membership Chair 
Kat Deering, Member at Large 
Nancy Otis, Member at Large 
Jo McMenamy, Cooperating Association Liaison 

Monterey State Historic Park Association 
20 Custom House Plaza  Monterey, CA  93940 

Email: MSHPA@att.net / Website: MSHPA.org 
 

Custom House Store 
Monterey State Historic Park Association 

Association is joining CITA for the first time, and I can’t wait to see 
the holiday decorations on the wharf. I have been a part of 
Christmas in the Adobes for more than a dozen years and was 
excited to learn that the Cooper Adobe is back on the roster. For 
many of the partner buildings, this is the only time they are open to 
the public.  

Not only is CITA festive; it is also a time to learn about 
Monterey’s rich history. At Casa Serrano, Colton Hall, and the Mayo 
Hayes O’Donnell Library, knowledgeable hosts will greet visitors and 
share fun and informative facts and stories about their building’s 
history and residents. The Custom House Store and the Boston 
Store will both be open during the event, too, so you can shop for 
unique holiday gifts.  

Families have been coming to Christmas in the Adobes for years. 
It’s generational for some of them. Children grew up attending CITA 
with their parents and are now bringing their own children to the 
event.  

Tickets are available now at the MSHPA website, mshpa.org, 
where you can read more about this amazing way to start the 
holiday season. They are also on sale at the Custom House Store 
during regular business hours, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Adult 
tickets cost $25. Tickets for youths between the ages of 6 and 17 
are $2. Children 5 and under are free. Because there are so many 
wonderful buildings to visit, I would encourage you to buy a two-night 
Gold Pass for $40. A parking pass comes with your ticket and allows 
you to park for free on Monterey city streets while attending the 
event.  

Proceeds from Christmas in the Adobes support the Monterey 
State Historic Park’s Hands-On educational programs for third and 
fourth graders. 

Please join us this year for Christmas in the Adobes. I look 
forward to seeing you there. 

 —By Mary K. Powell 
 MSHP Volunteer 

Cooper-Molera Update 

Continued from p. 1 

mic retrofit, a professional catering kitchen will 
be installed. This will be run by a local compa-
ny called Events by Classic.  

The Spear Warehouse will become a res-
taurant, with its main entrance on Polk Street. 
A secondary entry through the garden gate on 
Polk will lead people to the adjacent courtyard, 
where outdoor table service will be offered in 
addition to regular indoor service. Between the 
warehouse and the north barn, a new kitchen 
facility will be built, which the trust’s website 
says will be “carefully designed to be fully 
compatible with the historic character of the 
site. It would be removable if the site’s uses 
were to change in the future.” 

As to the store, while we were given assur-
ances that it would remain a retail establish-
ment, its character will be quite different. In 
place of a general store will be a bakery with 
its own kitchen and a café. (For readers who 
have lost count, that’s three kitchens and 
three potential eating establishments.) New 
modern bathrooms will be added close by to 
serve the entire complex. 

The trust’s website emphasizes that “all 

construction work at the site 
has been approved by the 
Monterey Historic Preserva-
tion Commission, and all 
ground-disturbing work has 
been cleared by project ar-
chaeologists.” Active con-
struction is currently slated to 
continue through the spring 
of next year. 

 —By Holly Haynes 

Continued from p. 1 

—Photo by H.H. 
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Christmas in the Adobes 2017 Sponsors  

555 Del Monte Center 
Monterey,  CA  93940 

(831) 655-1234 

House Sponsors 

Inns of Monterey—Custom House 

Scales Restaurant—Co-sponsor, Pacific 
House 

Kathy Miller, in memory of Dr. Clair A. 
Weast—Co-sponsor, Pacific House 

Point Lobos Foundation—First Brick House 

Fish Hopper Restaurant—Co-sponsor, Casa 
Soberanes 

Old Fisherman’s Grotto—Co-sponsor, Casa 
Soberanes 

Toy Bryant, in memory of Bill Bryant, and 
Jeanie Sturges, in memory of Les Sturg-
es—Larkin House 

Jan, Jack, Janie, and Chris, in memory of 
Jill Nelson Lynch—Sherman Quarters 

Mary Powell, in memory of Howard T.  
Powell—Casa Gutierrez 

Stevenson Lodge—Stevenson House 

SUPERsmith—Lara Soto Adobe 

Fenton & Keller—Casa Serrano 

Other Major Donors 

City of Monterey  

Copy King 

Event Sponsors 

Mid Valley Cleaners and Olympia Cleaners 

Cardinale and Wright Christmas Trees 

Jiquilpan Frutas y Aguas Frescas 

Trader Joe’s 

Business Members 



The First Californians and the Spanish Invaders 

I  began my newsletter stories 
about early California, centering in 

Monterey, with a meeting at the 
dawn of the 19th century among  
real-life characters of Russian and 
Spanish descent. Their countries first 
colonized California some two and a 
half centuries ago. There is an earlier 
history, however, that dates back 
130 centuries. It’s the history of the 
indigenous people of California, 
etched by human hands on stones 
and painted on the walls of rock shel-
ters and caves.  

Paint fades and flakes from ero-
sion and time. But as stories and leg-
ends told in song, dance, and fireside 
tales change over time, old enmity 
fades. At the Pacific House, rangers 
and volunteers recount the ancient 
human story of Monterey and Califor-
nia through exhibits and hands-on 
demonstrations that explain how Cal-
ifornia Indians taught their children 
life-sustaining skills at their parents’ 
and grandparents’ elbows: hunting 
ruminants, foraging for the variety of 
plants they ate, making tools, and 
building homes, meeting houses, and 
storage facilities. They altered rock 
shelters and caves to admit light at 
certain times of the year so they 

could use the sun, which they knew 
to be a life-giving force, to keep a cal-
endar.  

Spanish missionaries learned 
ways of impressing native popula-
tions centuries ago in Peru, where 
the conscripted Quechua labor built a 
cathedral of Our Lady of Assumption 
on ancient religious sites. To appeal 
to these workers, the padres incorpo-
rated at least one Incan symbol, the 
Jaguar, into the curved facade of the 
cathedral’s front doors. The large cat 
was a motif found in much of ancient 
Peru’s architecture.  

In Monterey today, CSUMB 
professor Ruben Mendoza has 
documented that ancient Rumsien, 
Ohlone, and Chumash beliefs were 
merged, by design, with more recent 
Spanish mission history. Mendoza 

discovered that the Spanish padres 
built the mission churches at San 
Juan Bautista and Carmel to align 
with the sun’s path on winter and 
summer solstices, important days 
that native people relied on to keep 
track of time and that they marked 
with solemn observation and celebra-
tion.  

Rick Bury, an archeologist who 
photographs Indian sun caves and 
rock shelters, says, “It is no secret 
that the Catholic missionaries used 
local indigenous beliefs to convince 
Indians that they, the missionaries, 
controlled the spiritual world. This 
was in the name of converting souls, 
of course, and in the bargain 
conscripting free labor.” Locally born 
archaeologist Gary Breschini and his 
wife and business partner, Trudy 
Haversat, have explored cave art and 
implements that echo Bury’s 
assertions that superb native art and 
ingenious tools were created from 
close observation of nature. 

Spanish pioneers in Monterey 
knew little of Indian history but gave 
it lip service in 1832 with a 
document they affixed to the minutes 
of the diputation territorial found to-
day in Mexican archives. The docu-
ment sought to wrest control of mis-
sion ranch lands from the padres by 
denouncing the “detestable system 
of the missions,” which was 
responsible for the “oppression” of 
the indigenous people. Many of the 
men who signed the document were 
kin and part of an elite cadre of 
Spanish-Mexican heritage who were 
eyeing Anglo merchants as potential 
partners in commerce. Their sisters, 
who could inherit property and keep 
it in their name when they married, 
were looking over these men, too.  

 —By Carol Ryan 
MSHP Volunteer 

This photograph, a double exposure titled 
“House of the Sun, Winter,” shows a cave 
in the Los Padres National Forest. An 
ancient pictograph of the sun is precisely 
illuminated by sunlight that shines during 
the winter solstice through a natural 
window in the opposite wall. —Photo by 
Rick Bury 

During Christmas in the Adobes, 
native Rumsien descendant and au-
thor Linda Yamane will present an 
interactive children’s display each 
night. Her books will be available for 
purchase and signing. 

The Pacific House has a large 
selection of books on California’s 
first peoples. In addition to books by  
Yamane, titles include The Ohlone 
Way, Tjatjakiymachan, Flutes of Fire, 
First Coastal Californians, Indians of 
California, The Way We Lived, and 
many others. 
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Power and Patriarchy in Mexican California 

S trictly speaking, the de la Guerra 
family was not a major player in 

the history of Monterey; its sphere of 
influence centered on Santa Barbara. 
So why should a MSHPA member 
study its story? Because the de la 
Guerras typified the political and eco-
nomic power system that predated 
the American conquest. Louise 
Pubols, author of The Father of All: 
The de la Guerra Family, Power, and 
Patriarchy in Mexican California, ar-
gues that there was a well-defined 
civilian system of patriarchy in place 
across all of Alta California in those 
days, resolutely absorbing the en-
croaching values of Smithian capita-
lism. She uses the story of Jose de la 
Guerra to illustrate this patriarchal 
system. 

Jose immigrated to New Spain as 
a 14-year-old apprentice to his mer-
chant uncle in Mexico City. After  
learning the art of bookkeeping and 
how to trade goods, he exploited the 
racial bias shown to European-born 
citizens and secured himself a posi-
tion in the military. They dispatched 
him to the northern frontier, where 

he was assigned the job of habilitado 
(quartermaster) at the port of San 
Diego. Merging his private interests 
with his professional career, Jose 
mixed personal trading goods with 
presidio requisitions on shipments 
from San Blas. Also, as habilitado he 
had extensive dealings with the mis-
sions, securing presidio provisions 
and supplying privately traded manu-
factured goods in return. 

He soon accrued considerable 
wealth, and this, combined with his 
“pure” Spanish blood, made him an 
extremely eligible bachelor. Thus he 
negotiated an advantageous 
marriage with an influential local 
Californio family and began raising 
children of his own. Equally 
advantageous at the time was the 
custom of godparenting, or 
sponsoring other people’s children at 
baptism. The responsibility was taken 
very seriously, with the godparent 
accepting ultimate accountability for 
the child’s welfare, and the child’s 
family in turn accepting total loyalty 
to the godparent. In this way, 
networks of family loyalty and 
responsibility could be created 
relatively quickly. 

Through parenting and 
godparenting, Jose de la Guerra 
patiently built an extended trading 
consortium, reaching as far as 
Mexico City, Chile, the Sandwich 
Islands, and the Philippines. Issues 
of acquisition, transportation, and 
credit were handled securely and 
efficiently through children, in-laws, 
and godchildren. 

Mexican independence posed 
the first threat to the patriarchal 
system; free trade policy introduced 
the foreign trader. However, the 
patriarchs were adaptive, adjusting 
their family networks to meet the 
challenge. Once again, Pubols’ 

example is Jose de la Guerra, who 
married daughters off to two Yankee 
traders, effectively drawing the 
foreigners into the family network. 

The second threat to the system 
was the next generation: How were 
the sons of the patriarchs to form 
their own patriarchies? The field was 
crowded, until the secularization of 
the missions, when huge tracts of 
land became available. While trade 
with the shrinking missions was 
severely diminished, grants of land 
became almost commonplace, giving 
the second generation the path of 
the ranchero to follow. 

The third threat was almost-
constant civil strife. After its 
independence, Mexico was forced to 
come to terms with two conflicting 
political factions: centralism versus 
republicanism. At first, republicanism 
was dominant, providing the northern 
frontier departments with 
considerable autonomy. But the 
dominance shifted to centralism, 
turning the republicans into 
revolutionaries. Mexico City sent a 
series of appointed “outsider” 
governors to Alta California to impose 
centralist rule. This shift in politics 
forced the patriarchs to either take 
sides or somehow become compliant 
neutralists. As captain of the Santa 
Barbara presidio, de la Guerra 
steered a deft course of neutrality 
while maintaining his trading 
interests. 

Pubols weaves an intricate 
scenario of de la Guerra family 
network members in Santa Barbara, 
Los Angeles, San Diego, and 
Monterey negotiating the often 
conflicting political and economic 
elements of the preconquest era, to 
the point that one almost needs a 
scorecard to keep the players 

Continued on p. 6 
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terey history in general. After months 
of generating content for the new 
tablets, we debuted the look of the 
electronic pages at a recent MSHPA 
Board meeting, aiming to receive 
members’ reactions and ideas for 
improvement.  
 To make the iPad content easy to 
edit and update, it will live on a web-
site, which users will be able to ac-
cess only via Wi-Fi. (The current sig-
nal used in the Custom House Store 
will be boosted.) Content will be inter-
active and arranged in easy-to-
access categories. 

MSHPA website designer Jerry 
Carter has been collaborating with us 
by setting up the site, while I’ve been 
feeding him content and images. 
Meanwhile, he’s also teaching me 
site management so I can take over 
once the iPads are up and running.  

 
Outside Training 

Yours truly has been invited to the 
Sierra Gold District to present a talk 
November 4 on the Art of Interpreta-
tion. They are allowing me to bring 
my camper rig and stay in their park.  

 
Christmas in the Adobes 

Our biggest fund-raiser of the year is 
in its final planning stages. Unfortu-
nately, this year the First Theater will 
be closed due to a mold issue that 
arose after the heavy rains of last 
season. To compensate for that loss, 
we will open Sherman Quarters and 
populate it with two men acting as 
19th-century officers. We will also 
open the First Brick House, as we did 
last year.  

The National Trust has decided to 
open the Cooper Adobe with a pared-
down presentation. Only the main 
adobe (ground floor) will participate. 

Page 6 

Coordinator’s Corner 

G uess what? We’re busy! Here’s 
what your humble writer has 

had going on this fall. 
 

History Fest 
Autumn means our annual event with 
the Historic Monterey Collaborative, a 
group of stakeholders who partici-
pate in History Fest.  
 This year it was held on Friday 
and Saturday, October 14 and 15. 
Monterey State Historic Park provid-
ed free tours during the weekend 
and presented special lectures at 
various venues. At Stevenson House, 
Lisa Masengale gave tips on the 
maintenance and preservation of 
household treasures from a curator’s 
point of view. At the City Library Com-
munity Room, I spoke about the ship 
San Salvador. We also organized a 
treasure hunt from Stevenson House 
on Sunday, and allowed historical 
organizations to use the area in front 
of the Custom House to promote 
themselves. 

 
Custom House Tablet Project 

We hope to install at least two iPad 
tablets soon at the Custom House to 
help visitors learn more about this 
California landmark and about Mon-

Entrance and exit will be through the 
Munras Street door, which leads to 
the sala. The trust will serve light re-
freshments in the Skylight Room. 

 
Volunteer Hours  

Volunteer hours will be collected and 
tabulated in mid-December. If you 
volunteered in the Custom House’s 
main room, at the store, at Steven-
son House, or with the Hands-On 
school programs, please be sure your 
hours are up to date in the associat-
ed binders. If you haven’t been keep-
ing track as well as you could, your 
best guess at the missing hours can 
still be added to those binders. If you 
worked a special event or attended 
an event in Stevenson House over 
the past year, please be ready to 
send an email to me with those 
hours when requested to do so in 
December.  

—By Michael D. Green 
 State Park Interpreter III 

separate (Pubols provides an 
appendix). Alongside this political/
economic story, the author offers 
detailed analyses of the patriarch’s 
benevolent role within the community 
and the woman’s role within the 
patriarchy. 

With more than 100 pages of 
endnotes, The Father of All (available 
at the Custom House Store for 
$44.95) is a “real” history, and yet 
written in a light and easily read 
prose. Jose de la Guerra’s life story is 
worth the effort of study, and it 
deserves a spot on any Californio-
history buff’s bookshelf. 

   —By George Wright 
MSHP Volunteer 

Book Review 
Continued from p. 5 
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ever, we are nearly at capacity. Both 
the Rumsien and the Mexican-
California programs have only two 
open spots each.  

I must thank Jan Houser for urg-
ing me to attract more low-income 
schools to our programs. When I 
started at State Parks, she pounced 
on me immediately to drive home the 
advantages of raising their participa-
tion. I felt a particular resonance with 
this cause, because I grew up in 
Humboldt County, one of the poorest 
counties in the state, and I deeply un-
derstood what it was like for children 
not to be able to go on field trips.  

These schools are in dire need of 
assistance. At several of them, more 
than 90 percent of the students are 
eligible for free or reduced-price 
lunches. At one school, fully all of the 
children receive this aid. One school 
that has been newly added to our 

More Low-Income Schools Visit MSHP 

T his year we have seen a huge 
explosion in the number of 

schools visiting Monterey State His-
toric Park. While we’ve had increases 
in each of the past few years, the up-
tick for 2017/18 is exceptional.  

In the 2015/16 school year, we 
hosted 81 classes from 33 schools; 
18 percent of those classes were low 
income. The next year we had a mod-
est increase—85 classes from 45 
schools. Word was starting to spread 
about our high-quality educational 
programs and the ease of making 
reservations online.  

Compare that now to these fig-
ures: As of mid-September, I had al-
ready scheduled 118 classes from 
49 schools. And one-third, 33 per-
cent, of the those classes are from 
low-income schools. Consider, too, 
that requests for additional reserva-
tions are continuing to come in. How-

roster can take only one field trip all 
year—and it opted to visit Monterey 
and participate in our Mexican-
California program. This would not 
have been possible without the 
generous support of MSPHA, which 
gave them a $7,000 budget for field 
trips this year. Thank you all!  

—By Callista Turner, Guide I 
 Monterey State Historic Park 

Banana Cake With Chocolate Ganache Icing 
I made this dessert for the volunteer luncheon in the summer, and about 15 people asked me for the recipe. So here 
it is! I always try to make something from scratch, because I like to add that personal touch and I think it tastes much 
better. I also love to cook for my school programs. Pumpkin chocolate-chip cookies and persimmon pudding are 
favorites. Enjoy! 

—By C.T. 

Instructions 
 
1. Preheat the oven to 350ºF. Grease a 12x11-inch Pyrex baking dish. 
2. Combine the flour, baking soda, and salt. 
3. In a separate bowl, cream the butter, sugar, and vanilla. 

Stir in the beaten eggs and mashed bananas. 
4. Add the banana mixture to the flour mixture. 
5. Pour into the prepared dish and bake for 60 to 65 minutes or until a 

toothpick inserted in the middle comes out clean.  
Cool completely.  

6. To make the ganache, chop the chocolate into small pieces. 
7. Heat the cream in a small sauce pan over medium heat. 
8. Add the chocolate and whisk until smooth. 
9. Allow to cool and then pour over the cake. 

Ingredients 
 

For the cake: 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
¼ teaspoon salt 
½ cup butter 
¾ cup brown sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
2 eggs, beaten 
2 ⅓   cups mashed overripe bananas 
 
For the ganache: 
9 ounces bittersweet chocolate 
1 cup heavy cream 
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MSHPA Calendar 
 

Christmas in the Adobes Tickets on 
Sale 

At the Custom House Store and 
online at mshpa.org. Online ticket 
sales end midnight, Tuesday,  
December 5.  
 

Christmas in the Adobes  
Friday, December 8, and Saturday, 
December 9 from 5 to 9 p.m. 
 

MSHPA 2018 Annual Meeting 
Saturday, January 20 at 10:30 
a.m. at the Monterey District Office, 
2211 Garden Road. Potluck lunch 
to follow. 

 

Free MSHPA Membership 
 

There’s still time to enter our Name the Newsletter Contest 
and win a free one-year MSHPA membership. We’ve gotten 
some good ideas, but we’re betting you’ve got more. So don’t 
be shy, dear readers (if you are, though, we’re happy to keep 
your entry anonymous). Be historical, creative, silly, or seri-
ous. Go Spanish, Mexican, Indian, or Californian. Think 18th 
century or new millennium. Send your ideas, either brainy or 
harebrained, to mshpa@att.org, along with your name and 
contact information to receive your prize. Or leave a note  
addressed to Holly Haynes in the newsletter mailbox at the 
Custom House.  

It’s time to renew your membership!  
Notices will be sent soon and will include a mailing envelope for your convenience. 

You can also renew, join, or donate at any time via our website at mshpa.org. 
 

Planning to move? Be sure to give us your new address so you don’t miss a single newsletter. 


