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Annual MSHPA Meeting 
New District Superintendent Brent Marshall Addresses Crowd 

I n the fall issue of our newsletter, we told 
the story of Concepcion Argüello. But she 

was not the only Argüello to come to promi-
nence in Nueva California. Her brother Luis 
became governor of California—twice. An-
other brother, Gervasio, was made alcalde 
of a Mexican province. And her sisters Isa-
bel and Dolores would eventually marry 
prominent Spaniards. In 1807, Isabel Ar-
güello married Jose Mariano Estrada, and 
the couple settled in Monterey. Their son 
Jose, when grown, built a home high on a 
hill in town. That adobe stands there still 
and is known popularly as the House With 
the Blue Gate.  

But the Argüellos and Estradas were not 
the only families to come to prominence 
here, either. By the time Isabel Argüello and 
Jose Estrada wed, Monterey already had 
three times the inhabitants of San Francis-
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O utgoing MSHPA co-president Susan 
Miller highlighted numerous accom-

plishments from this past year at the annu-
al meeting of the Monterey 
State Historic Park Associa-
tion, held Saturday, January 
21, in the district office 
boardroom. Besides creating 
a new, successful store in 
the Custom House, we 
adopted a fresh logo drawn 
by Jerry Carter, enhanced 
our website, increased distri-
bution of the MSHP tourist 
brochures, published a Man-
darin version, and added 
several board members to 
our roster. We also hosted 
the most profitable Christ-
mas in the Adobes ever. 

 Treasurer Toy Bryant pointed out two 
factors that helped boost CITA’s profits: the 
event’s decreased need for supplies in 
2016 and its increase in ticket sales. Along 
with proceeds from the replica San Salva-

Continued on p. 4 

Continued on p. 2 

Isabel Argüello and Jose Mariano Estrada’s son built 
this adobe in Monterey in 1830. —Photo by C.R. 

dor visit this past September, plus our dona-
tion-box contributions, MSHPA’s end-of-year 
budget for 2016 was very positive, Toy said. 

In fact, as Jan Houser re-
ported, the association was 
able to make financial contri-
butions to State Parks’ staffing 
salaries, building im-
provements, school programs, 
and busing for field trips.  
          However, Toy warned, extra 
funds may be needed in 2017 
for reprinting more Spanish 
and Mandarin brochures, to 
cover increases in operating 
expenses and services, and to 
implement technology up-
dates. In particular, Jan out-
lined a new MSHPA-funded 
information program set to 

begin this year: Electronic tablets will be 
installed on locked stands in the Pacific and 
Custom Houses to supplement interpreta-
tion from docents and to accommodate 

co, and the Lugos and Vallejos, two other 
prominent “new native” names of Mexican 
California, made a significant contribution 

Outgoing co-president Susan 
Miller opens the meeting.  
—Photo by Gayle Paul 
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Annual Meeting 
Continued from p. 1 
large crowds. Material 
will be available in Eng-
lish, Spanish, and Man-
darin. Gayle Paul also 
addressed our need to 
recruit more shopkeep-
ers, docents, association 
members, and school-
program volunteers. 

Asilomar Sector Su-
perintendent Eric Abma 
reported that 2016 was 
a good year budget-wise 
for Monterey District 
State Parks, too, which got increased funds for 
school programs and staffing. But he thinks 
that 2017 will be “transformational” in regards 
to project funding, recruiting, and training. He 
said that last year we finally got a new roof for 
the Pacific House, and another, for Interpretive 
Program Manager Michael Green’s office, is 
upcoming. (Emergency funding is being sought 
to replace the roof on the First Brick House.) 
Eric mentioned additional achievements, such 
as the store’s move to the Custom House and 
the San Salvador’s stay in Monterey Bay. Like 

other speakers, though, he 
noted that the year ahead 
will have challenges, and he 
warned that the district might 
not make its budget goal due 
to expenses from the Sober-
anes fire and flooding at 
state parks, plus reduced 
general funding in the gover-
nor’s budget. 
          Eric then introduced our 
new district superintendent, 
Brent Marshall, who has tak-
en over the post from Mat 
Fuzie. Brent told the group 

that he was “happy to finally be back home in Monterey.” Having 
arrived here last September, he was able to participate in and enjoy 
CITA. He described an updated and improved State Parks reserva-
tion system, and said that California has made favorable changes in 
its leadership roles and training, so that not only rangers but any 
staff person can now assume a leadership position. (Eric is current-
ly undergoing the seven-week program, which is spread out over 
seven months, and feels that it’s very beneficial, despite losing a 
week to training every month.) 

Speaking of leadership, Michael commended Callista Turner for 
all her work in guiding the school programs, especially in raising 
enrollment for field trips to the Pacific and Custom Houses and in 
reaching out to include Title I schools. Michael further recognized 
many of our volunteers by presenting district and state park passes 
to those who have donated an exceptional number of hours. 

In the spirit of bestowing thanks, Gayle presented an orchid to 
Susan in appreciation of her efforts as co-president this past year. 
She is being replaced by Harish Joshi, while Gayle continues as co-
president with him. Gayle also acknowledged Michael’s extensive 
efforts on behalf of MSHPA, by giving him a special gift card.  

This year’s “enrichment” presentation was a talk and video by 
our own Michael Green. Calling it My San Salvador Excursion, he 
began with some historical background on Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo 
and his ship, the original San Salvador. Getting the modern replica 
vessel from its home port in San Diego to Monterey was, in itself, a 
three-and-a-half-year journey. Michael was thrilled that the crew 
asked him to accompany them on the ship from Oxnard to the 
Channel Islands, and he loved learning about its impressive crew, 
dimensions, miles of rigging, square feet of sail, “head” logistics, 
bunks, whip staff, and galley, along with its modern John Deere en-
gines and current technologies. He even had the opportunity to see 
a maritime event that none of the other crew had ever witnessed 
before — a school of about 1,500 dolphins frolicking in the sea. 
Michael’s onboard video was a great adjunct as well, making view-
ers feel like they were actually sailing alongside him. 

 —By Holly Haynes 
 Newsletter Co-editor 

 (with special onsite reporting 
 by Suzanne Siegelman) 

Incoming co-president Harish Joshi (far left), treasurer Toy Bryant, 
Michael Green, and Brent Marshall —Photo by Gayle Paul 
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CITA Wrap-Up 
Visitors From San Jose to LA Flock Here 

555 Del Monte Center 
Monterey  CA   93940 

(831) 655-1234 

Business Members 

C hristmas in the Adobes 2016 is 
being hailed as the most profita-

ble CITA event on record, despite a 
drop in attendance of almost 10 per-
cent from the preceding year, says 
Michael Green, chair of the CITA 
Planning Committee. 

The annual event grossed more 
than $40,000 last December, netting 
$27,426 after expenses. Treasurer 
Toy Bryant explained that lower 
costs, particularly the use of more-
focused advertising and the need for 
fewer supplies, helped bolster our 
bottom line.  

More two-day Gold Passes were 
sold in 2016 than in the past, and 
visitors even came on tour buses 
from as far away as San Jose, the 
Central Valley, and the Los Angeles 
area. PayPal and will-call both proved 
to be efficient ways of handling sales, 
which overall were robust. The dip in 
attendance is believed to have been 
due to rain. 

One of the most well received 

stops on the 
tour was the 
First Brick 
House, new 
this past holi-
day season. 
One attendee 
said she has 
been coming 
to Christmas 
in the Adobes 
for 10 years 
and was hap-
py to finally 
see this build-
ing open. The 
weather did 
not appear to 

dampen spirits here; Jan Houser and 
Mary Powell, who both worked at the 
First Brick House on Saturday night, 

remarked that “visitors seem so hap-
py, even in the rain.” It will be includ-
ed again next season. Another popu-
lar stop was Casa Gutierrez, where 
flamenco dancers and a guitar player 
entertained crowds of people all 
evening without a break.  

The Wharf Association once 
again set up tables at the entrance to 
the wharf, providing free hot and cold 
drinks and attracting further interest. 
“I never fail to be impressed by the 
level of community support,” Michael 
says, “including partner buildings and 
event volunteers.” 

Our next Christmas in the Adobes 
is already scheduled for Friday and 
Saturday, December 8 and 9, 2017. 

 —By Holly Haynes 
 Newsletter Co-editor 

Visitors at the First Brick House —Photo by Michael D. Green 

Flamenco dancers at Casa Gutierrez  
—Photo by H.H. 

Volunteers Jeanie Sturges and Jill Lynch at 
Casa Soberanes —Photo by Harish Joshi 
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The Custom House Store Turns a Profit 
Year One at State Historic Landmark #1 

I t has been nearly a year since we 
moved to our beautiful new loca-

tion at the Custom House. We are 
conscious of what an honor it is to 
spend time in California State Histor-
ic Landmark Number One, sharing 
our history with visitors while raising 
much-needed funds to support our 
park’s educational and interpretive 
programs. We love the view of the 
harbor and, on clear days, Fremont 
Peak. 

We have learned that most of the 
people visiting this site are out-of-
towners. Locals are just discovering 
us, and we still hear many say that 

they have never been inside the 
building before because it was 
closed. No more! The Custom House 
is now open every day. Winter may 
bring cold and rain and fewer guests, 
but we are here to welcome those 
who venture out. We take very seri-
ously our commitment to keeping the 
building open. 

Fortunately, though, the store’s 
presence in the Custom House has 
also been a financial boon; our first 
year in this locale has already been 
profitable. The single item that brings 
in the most sales dollars is the tiny 
bottle of 24-karat gold, followed by 
postcards and marbles! The category 
that brings in the most sales is 
books: Last year we sold 86 copies of 
Two Years Before the Mast by Rich-
ard Henry Dana, and we have several 
very popular children’s titles in addi-
tion to an excellent selection of 
books on California history and by 
Robert Louis Stevenson. The Califor-
nia-themed tea towels we sell are 
popular souvenirs, too. 

One pleasant surprise this past 
year is how much sales at the Pacific 
House store have improved since our 
move to the Custom House; sales in 

to that Monterey population. The 
many descendants of these two lines 
began with Ignacio Vicente Vallejo, 
who first came to California in 1770, 
when he accompanied Father Junípe-
ro Serra as one of the “leather 
jacket” soldiers assigned to protect 
the ecclesiastics.  

Corporal Vallejo had been survey-
ing the San Luis Obispo region when 
he happened to enter a small rancho 
and discovered a young wife in the 
last stages of hard labor, her hus-
band struggling to deliver their baby 
alone. Vallejo assisted them, gently 
holding the woman while she pushed 
the baby into her husband’s hands. 

Rainy-day view of the harbor from the new 
store —Photo by Kat Deering 

2016 were more than twice what 
they had been in 2015. We offer a 
different selection at the Pacific 
House, emphasizing California Indi-
an, natural history, and State Parks 
items in addition to books on Monte-
rey history. The Pacific House is 
where guests will find T-shirts deco-
rated with the Bear Flag or the grizzly 
bear, and where they can buy State 
Parks pins and patches. 

We are always in need of volun-
teer storekeepers. If you want to sup-
port the park, like to talk to people 
about history, and are comfortable 
handling cash and simple technolo-
gy, please consider joining us as a 
State Parks volunteer. Your contact, 
Michael Green, can be reached via 
email at michael.green@parks.ca.gov 
or by phone at 831-649-7172. 

If you are a current member of 
MHSPA, you are entitled to a 10 per-
cent discount on purchases at the 
Custom House and Pacific House 
stores. Remember to ask for it! 

—By Kimberly Wright 
Store Manager 

That child was a girl, and they named 
her Maria Antonia Isabela Lugo. Val-
lejo was nearly as elated as the cou-
ple over the safe and healthy delivery 
of the infant girl. After a polite inter-
val he asked the couple’s permission 
to marry their daughter when she 
reached her age of maturity. The pair 
gave their consent, and Maria Lugo 
and Ignacio Vallejo were married at 
Santa Barbara Mission 15 years lat-
er.  

A warm and generous couple, the 
Vallejos raised 13 children and some 
of their grandchildren in Monterey, 
where they periodically hosted a 
lonely sea captain who delivered 
goods to the port.  

The Argüellos, Estradas, Lugos, 
and Vallejos became the new natives 
of California. They met and married 
under tight religious and civil control 
of Spanish authorities. That the 
young Californios would veer from 
that control was a fear of their long-
time governor, Jose Joaquin Arrillaga. 
Arrillaga had no children of his own, 
but his patronage and care for chil-
dren born in California earned him 
the honorific Papa. He died in 1814, 
when rumblings of revolution rever-
berated through the Americas, and 
Europe was at war. With his death, 
the Spanish hold on California began 
to unravel. 

 —By Carol Ryan  

The New Natives 
Continued from p. 1 

Monterey  State  His tor ic  Park Associat ion 
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Hipolito Bouchard:   
New Book Reveals the Rest of the Story 

A s a student of Monterey State 
Historic Park history, I often de-

velop a myopic view of events that 
shape a story. Case in point: Hipolito 
Bouchard, an Argentine privateer 
who sailed into Monterey Bay and 
sacked the capital of Alta California, 
then sailed down the coast to attack 
Refugio and San Juan Capistrano 
before continuing into oblivion. Good 
as far as it goes, but I should be ask-
ing bigger questions. Why was Argen-
tina attacking California? Who was 
the commander of this two-ship flotil-
la? How does this local episode fit 
into the larger picture of world history 
at the time? Author Michael Melzer 
supplies answers to these and many 
more questions in his book The  
Patriot Pirate. 

Melzer begins his story with an 
analysis of the difference between a 
pirate and a patriot. Private enter-
prise was a legitimate means of war-
fare during the 19th century. Govern-
ments that were strapped for tax rev-
enue would enlist the resources of 
capitalist investors who would pur-

chase and provision a ship, hire a 
captain and crew, and sail the seven 
seas in search of enemy shipping. 
Governments would issue letters of 
marque (read: licenses) to privateers, 
allowing them to capture only ships 
of enemy registration for a share of 
the booty. Sir Francis Drake, John 
Paul Jones, and Hipolito Bouchard 
were three of many captains who 
worked under these rules of warfare. 
Essentially, one nation’s patriot was 
another’s pirate. 

Melzer describes Bouchard as 
literally a child of the French Revolu-
tion (being only 9 years old when the 
Bastille fell) and well trained in En-
lightenment thinking. He learned his 
sea trade in Napoleon’s navy, losing 
a battle to Nelson’s fleet off the isle 
of Malta. He then captained a French 
troop transport to Haiti to fight a los-
ing battle against the slave rebellion. 
He saw his future opportunities in the 
new world and jumped ship, selling 
his services to the highest bidder in 
the greater American nations. He 
landed in Buenos Aires, where Argen-
tina was about to declare its inde-
pendence from the Spanish empire. 

Meanwhile, back in Spain, Napo-
leon had deposed the king, creating 
havoc throughout the empire and 
thus initiating the Age of Latin Ameri-
can independence. Independent Ar-
gentina began attacking adjacent 
Spanish viceroyalties by both land 
and sea, in an attempt to spread En-
lightenment ideas. After serving as a 
captain in the Argentine cavalry, Bou-
chard joined a financier in outfitting a 
privateering venture, and with a letter 
of marque he sailed around Cape 
Horn to raid the Chilean and Peruvian 
coastlines. His successes merited a 
second expedition to sail east around 
the Cape of Good Hope, indeed the 
entire world, attacking Spanish ship-
ping in Madagascar and Manila. He 
was licensed to visit Alta California 
on his way home to Argentina. In 

Bouchard’s mind, he was attacking 
Monterey as just another capital city 
of the Spanish empire, in the cause 
of independence. 

It mattered little to Bouchard that 
Alta California was not desirous of 
independence, nor that his circum-
navigation of the globe had outlived 
the term of his letter of marque. He 
was after glory and booty (and des-
perately needed supplies), and tech-
nicalities could be worked out later. 

Along Bouchard’s way, Melzer 
tells an easy-to-read and exciting tale 
of mutineers, sea battles, Indonesian 
pirates, and the Sandwich Islands. 
It’s fascinating to learn the complexi-
ty of the Bouchard story outside the 
boundaries of the Monterey State 
Historic Park and to get the answers 
to those the bigger questions. The 
Patriot Pirate, by first-time writer Mi-
chael Melzer ($26.95), is a new book 
at the Custom House Store, just pub-
lished this past July. If you are a cur-
rent member of MSHPA, be sure to 
ask for your 10 percent discount. 

   —By George Wright 

Concerned about your state parks? 

Contact Your Local 
State Legislators 

State Senator 
Bill Monning 

Monterey District Office 
99 Pacific Street, Suite 575-F 

Monterey, CA 93940 
Phone: (831) 657-6315 

Fax: (831) 657-6320 

State Assembly Member  
Mark Stone 

Monterey County District Office 
99 Pacific Street, Suite 555-D 

Monterey, CA 93940 
Phone: (831) 649-2832 

Fax: (831) 649-2935 
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interpretive opportunities at the 
Custom House and on walking tours, 
extended hours at the Stevenson 
House, and an expanded school 
program in which volunteers assist.  

Additionally, short-term volunteer-
ing increased during Christmas in the 
Adobes, highlighted by 63 wayfinder 
volunteers from the Defense Lan-
guage Institute, who provided 252 
hours of their time over two nights. 

Staffing levels and schedules 
were essentially identical to those of 
the previous three years, as MSHP 
continues to address the effects of 
budget reductions by relying increas-
ingly on volunteer assistance.  

Volunteers served MSHP at the 
Custom House Store (where the most 
hours were accumulated); during His-
tory Fest, held on October 15 and 16; 
during school Hands On programs 
from September to May; and in 
preparation for and during Christmas 
in the Adobes, Monterey’s signature 
holiday event. This year, CITA 
compared well with last year, both in 
attendance (1,233 visitors) and 
gross revenue (more than $40,000). 
These funds will help offset the cost 
for scholarships, staffing educational 
programs, volunteer training, and 
volunteer recognition and 
recruitment.  

In 2016, we continued to express 
thanks to our volunteer group. The 
annual volunteer appreciation 
barbecue was held in the Pacific 

House Memory 
Garden on May 15, 
and a special 
luncheon honoring 
volunteer 
storekeepers was 
held on October 
26. 
           Additionally, 14 
volunteers received 
district passes for 
donating at least 
72 hours of their 
time to the Monte-
rey State Historic 
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Coordinator’s Corner 

M y dual role of Interpretive Pro-
gram Manager and Volunteer 

Coordinator offers me a unique  
perspective on the state of Monterey 
State Historic Park. In taking stock of 
2016, I’m impressed by the accom-
plishments and support that our vol-
unteer corps has provided. Each year 
I send a narrative version of our vol-
unteer statistics to the District Office. 
Here are some highlights from that 
report.  

Volunteers continued to support 
the park on several levels — through 
operation of the gift shop and muse-
um store, by participating in special 
events, and in supplementing staff 
monitoring of museum rooms. In 
2015, volunteer hours totaled 
4,271.5. In 2016, those hours went 
up to 4,690.75. I attribute this 
increase to several factors: more 

Park, and 12 board members and 
three volunteers got statewide pass-
es for serving 200 or more hours.  

Volunteer recruitment resulted in 
13 new people joining the program in 
2016. Volunteer interpretive training 
for Custom House docents, held in 
October of last year, will continue into 
2017. 

—By Michael D. Green 
 State Park Interpreter III   

Wayfinder volunteers for CITA from the Defense Language  
Institute —Photo by M.D.G. 

Park Staff Departures and Arrivals 
 
The nine-month contract for season-
al staff, dictated by State Parks, 
means that we have said goodbye to 
another group of park aides and 
guide trainees. So long and good 
luck to Aaron Gilmartin, Alex Daly, 
Bailey Dawson, Carolyn Miller, and 
Stuart Thornton,  

In addition to the park aides who 
joined us late last year — Caleb 
Yakel, Kanani Hocking, and Mariah 
Barry — we welcome guide trainees 
Natalie Belton and Meghan Braillard. 
You’ll meet them staffing the Pacific 
House and the Custom House, as-
sisting with school programs, and at 
special events. 

Volunteer storekeeper Suzanne Siegelman 
at the Custom House Store during Christ-
mas in the Adobes —Photo by Harish Joshi 
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not just to memorize the formula but 
also to understand the mathematical 
sequence of numbers it produces 
and how that relates to the real 
world. Teachers are encouraged to 
create class projects that use natural 
and architectural examples of the 
golden ratio. For instance, they may 
have kids slice open bananas and 
apples to see how fruit utilize the Fib-
onacci sequence. Students quickly 
understand the principles and see 
the correlation.  
          In the MSHP Hands On programs, 

we use these same Com-
mon Core themes. The flow-
ers that the children 
embroider as part of our 
Mexican California school 
program have five petals 
each, exhibiting the golden 
ratio. One teacher in our 
Rumsien program 
commented that in order to 
prepare her students for the 
weaving segment, she had 
them look closely at the 
flowers in the garden, after 
which they sewed goat’s 
eyes and discussed the 
mathematical principles 

involved. The flexibility of Common 
Core to cross multiple disciplines 
dovetails perfectly with the interpre-
tation model of California State 

Why Common Core Is Golden 
M any of you who have children 

or grandchildren have had the 
humbling experience of helping them 
with their new Common Core home-
work. It’s tempting to exclaim, “I’ve 
never used this in my whole adult 
life!” or to wonder “Why don’t they 
teach this the simple way I was 
taught?” But honestly, Common Core 
revolutionizes the way students 
learn. At its most basic, it 
emphasizes cross-disciplinary/
multidisciplinary learning, plus critical 
and analytical thinking. Prior 
teaching systems 
claimed to 
support this goal, 
but Common Core 
makes them the 
primary purpose. 
In doing so, 
Common Core 
allows a wide 
amount of 
flexibility in 
teaching styles. 
The main focus 
for teachers is to 
help students 
understand the 
concepts through 
any means necessary. 

Take, for instance, the mathe-
matical concept of the golden ratio 
and Fibonacci spirals or numbers. In 
brief, two quantities are said to be in 
the golden ratio if their ratio is the 
same as the ratio of their sum to the 
larger of the two quantities. Did you 
get that? Here’s how it looks algebra-
ically, with the ratio of the two quanti-
ties represented by the Greek symbol 
phi: 

 
If you’re older than 20, you most 

likely learned this concept by rote, 
simply memorizing the formula. If you 
were lucky, you may have been 
shown a couple of sterile textbook 
cases of how the concept could be 
used. Today, Common Core splits 
from prior standards by asking pupils 

Callista Turner plays the role of custom 
master. —Photo by Karen Levy, Robert 
Down Elementary School 

Parks. Natural settings don’t fit neat-
ly into one box; they’re complicated 
interactions. The staff and volunteers 
who work at the park system know 
this well. We design our programs to 
cover topics comprehensively. 
Whether reading from a textbook or 
taking students out into the garden 
to see the golden number that flow-
ers demonstrate naturally, teachers 
use our programs to instruct and in-
spire. State Parks and MSHP, with 
the support of MSPHA, will continue 
to be right at their side, providing a 
venue for real-world education.   

—By Callista Turner, Guide I 
 Monterey State Historic Park 

During the Hands On program, students have 
fun embroidering a flower. This teaches them 
not only hand-eye coordination but also the 
Fibonacci sequence, a complicated algebraic 
concept. Above: Carly Rodolf; below: Ella Lee. 
—Photos by Karen Levy 

For online information about school 
field-trip programs to Monterey State 
Historic Park, go to 
www.parks.ca.gov/mshp and select 
School Programs. From there, you 
will be directed to a site where you 
can learn more about these popular 
programs, see what dates are still 
open for this school year, and even 
register your class. Scholarships are 
available for Title I schools. 
 
For more information, contact  
Callista Turner at  
callista.turner@parks.ca.gov or at 
831-649-7109. 
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MSHPA Calendar 
 

Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon 
Date to be announced 
Living History Day 
Tuesday, July 4 
In the Memory Garden, following the parade 
History Fest 
Saturday and Sunday, October 14 and 15 
Christmas in the Adobes  
Friday and Saturday, December 8 and 9, from  
 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.  Tickets go on sale October 15. 
 

 

Have you renewed your membership? 
 

If not, this could be your last newsletter. 
 

You can renew, join, or donate at any time 
via our website at www.mshpa.org. 

 
Planning to move? 

Be sure to give us your new address. 

Los Niños de Monterey 2017 

Summer Experiential Studies Program 
for those entering grades 3 through 6 

“Where the past comes to life” 

 

 

 

 

Session 1 ~ June 12-16 
Session 2 ~ June 19-23 

8:30 a.m. – noon 

$145 per child 
Includes all materials 
Scholarships available 

Register online at 
www.parks.ca.gov/mshp 
Click on School Programs 


