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2015 Linda Yamane: 
Rumsien Basket Weaver, Storyteller, Singer, Boat Builder 

C hanges are coming to the MSHPA 

store sooner than expected. The Na-

tional Trust for Historic Preservation want-

ed to begin demolishing the modern build-

ing that currently houses the public re-

strooms and the MSHPA office and stock-

room as early as November of this year. 

This would also include the portion of the 

building that houses the electrical utilities 

and the interior restroom. But the NTHP 

has granted a slight reprieve, allowing us 

to continue at Cooper through the end of 

the year. Still, we will need to move out 

quickly in January.  

Cooper Museum Store News 
We plan to reopen in a new spot within 

the Custom House no later than February 1, 

2016. Since our role at the Cooper Museum 

Store has  been to raise money in support of 

the park’s educational and interpretive pro-

grams, and to serve as docents interpreting 

the property, the park, and the early history 

of Monterey, the MSHPA board of directors 

has decided that when Cooper-Molera is 

closed for construction, we can better per-

form these tasks at the Custom House, Cali-

fornia State Historic Landmark #1.  

For the past several years, budgetary 

Continued on p. 4 

 

tant, and the most impressive of these are 

housed in European museums. Many more 

lithic objects, such as pestles and mortar 

stones, have survived. After posing the 

questions “Why don’t more non-stone 

artifacts exist, and why aren’t they here on 

the peninsula?” she explained 

that in the early days of the 

Spanish colonization of 

California, European visitors 

recognized the beauty of the 

baskets and purchased many of 

them. Still others were gifted by 

the Rumsiens themselves. 

Yamane has spent nearly 25 

years hunting down these 

objects for study.  

 Rumsien and other Ohlone 

peoples are still here, but unlike 

many inland tribes, they no long-

er have or make their traditional 

objects. Yamane explained that 

there are two primary reasons for 

this. First, the missions came early to the 

coastal areas, and so traditions were broken 

earlier. Second, the native custom was to 

destroy all belongings of a person when they 

died, to assuage the sadness that their 

Continued on p. 2 
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O ur state park volunteers had the 

pleasure of hosting noted Rumsien 

descendent Linda Yamane on Saturday, 

May 23, in the Spear Warehouse. Yamane 

is a well-known basketmaker, and the Oak-

land Museum’s exhibit of her work, based 

on traditional designs, is not to 

be missed. But the focus of 

her MSHPA talk was to share 

something that cannot be 

found in any book: the rich-

ness and beauty of the materi-

al culture of the Rumsien and 

other coastal Ohlone-speaking 

peoples, much of which she 

learned from her grandmother. 

It was through this link to the 

Native American heritage that 

Yamane gained a sense of 

belonging to a place and an 

extended family. 

Highlighting Yamane’s talk 

were the many items she 

brought for us to see and even carefully 

handle, including baskets and headdress-

es, most of which she created herself after 

studying the few remaining items from her 

ancestors. She estimates that only 25 or 

30 original Ohlone-made baskets are ex-

Yamane with dance apron 

—Photo by Holly Haynes 
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memory brought. As a result, there are many 

things we will never be able to know. 

But Yamane has done considerable re-

search to uncover as much as possible about 

traditional Ohlone basketry, beginning with 

sourcing the materials used, such as young 

willow branches and sedge rhizomes. In olden 

times, these plants were cultivated for basket-

ry through careful tending and pruning. 

 Yamane has also re-created several 

traditional basketry styles, and she displayed 

some examples at her presentation, including 

a seed-toasting basket, the first one made by 

her people in about 150 years, and a partially 

constructed woven container used to leach 

acorn meal. She has also investigated 

waterproof baskets, which her research 

1400 Munras Avenue 

Monterey, California  93940 

(831) 373-3755 

 

Volunteer Education With Linda Yamane 
indicates were most likely lined 

with pine pitch or asphaltum. 

Unlined coiled baskets can hold 

water too, since the natural 

materials swell when wet. Due 

to their usefulness, some of 

these utilitarian vessels were 

still made during the Mission 

period. 

Yamane also displayed gift 

or presentation baskets she 

made after original designs that 

were decorated with feathers 

and handcrafted disc beads 

from clam and olivella shells. 

(Some of the baskets the 

Rumsiens made later, following 

European contact, incorporated 

glass trade beads.) Her 

forebears used the red feathers 

from woodpeckers to adorn their 

work; Yamane uses dyed 

chicken feathers. She makes 

her own tiny shell discs, 

however, just as her ancestors 

did. 

Continued from p. 1 Other re-created items Ya-

mane displayed were feather 

dance regalia, including head-

dresses and an apron. Both 

were assembled by incorporat-

ing feathers into knotted cord 

made from various plant mate-

rials, including nettles, milk-

weed, dogbane, and tule. She 

also told us a little about her 

experiences re-creating 

traditional tule boats, and she 

shared booklets she has 

written on basketry, the 

traditional use of plants (which 

she learned from her 

grandmother), and the 

Rumsien language. 

Yamane has worked with 

Monterey State Historic Park 

and other museums to tell the 

story of her people. At present, 

she is assisting District Muse-

um Curator Chris Quist in rede-

signing the basketry exhibit of 

the Monterey Museum of the 

American Indian at the Pacific 

House. She was also the con-

sultant for the Ohlone portions 

of the main Pacific House Mu-

seum. 

Yamane opened her 

presentation with a traditional 

song and then closed with yet 

another, one used to chase 

away the fog by asking Pelican 

to flap his wings and shoo it off. 

Afterward, she stayed for an 

informal discussion and lunch 

with several of the volunteers. 

We’ve waited a while for this 

presentation, and it was well 

worth the wait! 
 —By Kimberly Wright 

 Newsletter Co-editor 

Gift baskets —Photo by H. Haynes 
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Step Back in Time 

C elebrate the 1879 arrival of 

Robert Louis Stevenson in Mon-

terey. The RLS Club and MSHPA are 

happy to host a special gathering on 

Saturday, August 29, at the Steven-

son House from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 

p.m. 

Multi-talented RLS actor Keith 

Decker will perform his outstanding 

presentation, Velvet Coat: The Rag-

ged Luck of RLS. Decker’s documen-

tation of events from Monterey to 

Carmel Valley are extraordinary. 

The actor’s interest in the life of 

Stevenson began 30 years ago, while 

Decker was waiting tables at a Greek 

restaurant in Monterey. A uniformed 

MSHP Guide, Lydia Criley, entered 

looking for someone to portray the 

Scottish author at the Stevens 

House. That began Decker’s research 

into the life of RLS. 

Volunteers Help MSHP  

Expand Museum Hours 
 The Custom House and Pacific 

House Museums are now open free 

to the public on Thursdays from 11 

a.m. to 3 p.m. thanks to Monterey 

State Historic Park volunteers. This 

is in addition to free Fridays, 

Saturdays, and Sundays from 10 

a.m. to 4 p.m., when the museums 

are staffed by State Park 

employees. 

Kimberly Wright works at Pacif-

ic House, and Susan Miller and  

David Ford help out at the Custom 

House. Susan and David also lead 

Thursday walking tours. 

As a result, donations are up, 

more visitors are learning about 

California’s history, and our do-

cents get to interact with the public 

more, which has led to a far richer 

volunteer experience. 

If you would like to try your 

hand at staffing the Custom House 

or leading Thursday walking tours, 

please contact Volunteer 

Coordinator Michael Green at 

michael.green@parks.ca.gov, and 

we’ll start your training. 

Continued from p. 1 

constraints have allowed the Custom 

House to be open only two or three 

days a week. By relocating the 

museum store to this building, we can 

welcome visitors every day. The Retail 

Committee has surveyed the area for 

a suitable store site, and with the 

agreement and assistance of State 

Parks, we will be moving our store to 

the small room now occupied by the 

model ship. This will leave the large 

main room of the Custom House 

available for interpretation, school 

programs, and dancing during 

Christmas in the Adobes. Meanwhile, 

we will be selling down merchandise 

that is unsuited to the new location.  

The store is updating its techno-

logy with an electronic point-of-sale 

system. This will enable us to track 

inventory using a barcode system, 

which can help indicate how quickly 

items sell and when to reorder. It 

promises to be easier to use than our 

old-fashioned cash register and sepa-

rate credit card terminal, and we ex-

pect it to reduce errors. We love our 

history, but our business procedures 

need to advance with the times. 

Come by the shop any day during 

operating hours, from 10 a.m. to 4 

p.m. Say hello to our wonderful volun-

teer storekeepers, browse the mer-

chandise, and see what the National 

Trust unearths in its archeological dig 

in the garden this July. We look for-

ward to your visit!       —By Kimberly Wright 

Retail Committee Chair 

Store News 

RLS portrayer Keith Decker.  

—Photo by Baptista Moon 

In Memorium 

I t is with great sadness that we re-

port the loss of former volunteer 

Merilyn Georgevich, who passed away 

on June 8 at the age of 90. At MSHP, 

Merilyn was a valued storekeeper and 

a docent at Casa Soberanes during 

Christmas in the Adobes. She was also 

a volunteer for the Monterey Bay 

Aquarium, the Elkhorn Slough 

Reserve, Point Lobos, the Maritime 

Museum, and the National Steinbeck 

Center. 

Decker subsequently recited RLS 

poetry in the author’s re-created bed-

room on the adobe’s second floor, 

where countless school children    

loved seeing RLS appear to come to 

life. Later, Decker began starring in 

this annual un-birthday bash, and he 

has continued portraying Steven-

son ever since. 

As part of the festivities this year, 

we are also pleased to welcome a 

local group of Samoan singers. Their 

beautiful music will include the song 

“Tusitala,” written in Samoa for RLS. 

Come share the camaraderie while 

enjoying light refreshments during 

what’s sure to be a memorable even-

ing. 

Admission is $10 for RLS Club 

and MSHPA members, $15 for non-

members. You can purchase tickets  

after July 5 at the Cooper Museum 

Store, open daily from 10 a.m. to 4 

p.m., or at the door on the night of 

the event. Stevenson House (also 

known as the French Hotel) is locat-

ed at 530 Houston Street in Old 

Monterey. Tickets are limited, so 

don’t delay. For more information, 

contact Ruth Anne Krotzer at 831-

601-1894. 
 —By Ruth Anne Krotzer 
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that met every Thursday night. Ar-

chery was a popular sport. Radio 

station KDON was going strong out 

of the Monterey Peninsula Herald 

building. Pacific Grove was home to 

the Monterey Peninsula Community 

Concert Association. The First Brick 

House served Spanish dinners. Car-

mel was home to Ella’s Southern 

Kitchen. There were two dude 

ranches. The Southern Pacific had a 

railroad station in Monterey and ano-

ther in Pacific Grove. 

Though poorly reproduced due 

to 1940s publishing technology and 

WPA budgets, the many fine photo-

graphs in this book are fun to com-

pare with contemporary views, and 

they illustrate the tours quite well. 

My favorites are the Mallette Dean 

woodcuts sprinkled through the text; 

they effectively mirror the art colony 

spirit of the Monterey peninsula. 

There is even an image, called 

“Ghost Tree,” by well-known photog-

rapher Brett Weston, one of Edward 

Weston’s sons. 

Next time you visit the Cooper 

Museum Store, seek out a copy of 

Monterey Peninsula. With the 

MSHPA member discount it comes 

to $24.32—a good investment in 

your local history library. Just remem-

ber, no flashy color cover here. Look 

hard for the plain beige wrapper. 
 —By George F. Wright 

Nearly 75 Years On, the WPA Has a Lot to Say 
About the Monterey Peninsula 

otherwise-unemployed writers, pho-

tographers, and artists have made 

their journey very enjoyable. 

Monterey Peninsula is a take-it-

up and put-it-down sort of read. Few 

people will want to plow right through 

it, cover to cover. Keep it handy, and 

whenever you have a spare moment, 

pick it up for a brief shot of Monterey 

history and culture. Some of the   

articles will seem familiar; others will 

surprise you. It makes a great as-

needed resource when family or 

friends visit the peninsula. It’s also a 

fine introduction for newcomers and 

people just beginning to learn about 

Monterey history, and it helps tie 

events to specific sites. 

The guide opens with a brief ex-

amination of the peninsula’s natural 

and political histories and then 

breaks down the area into its 

three major cities plus the shore 

and valley regions. Monterey 

gets the more-thorough 

treatment, with sections on eth-

nic makeup, industries, the arts, 

the then-current master plan, 

and the path of history. Pacific 

Grove and Carmel warrant 

points-of-interest coverage only. 

Good descriptions of Del Monte 

and the Carmel Mission are in-

cluded in the shore-and-valley 

section. And a view of Big Sur 

concludes the guide. The historical 

analysis is consistent throughout. 

Even the most mundane infor-

mation here can be fascinating. Unit-

ed Air Lines (as it was then spelled) 

operated four daily flights out of the 

Monterey airport. The roadway speed 

limit was 25 miles per hour in the city 

and 15 in the Presidio. A taxi ride 

from Pacific Grove to Carmel cost $2. 

The Knotty Pine night club at 

“Lighthouse and Dickson Aves.” 

mounted floor shows. The First 

Theater was for “ ‘little’ and amateur 

productions.” The Mexican Idol galle-

ry on Calle Principal featured native 

Mexican art. Carmel had a chess club 

Y ou can’t tell a book by its cover, 

or by its title for that matter. 

Simply clothed in beige linen and    

called Monterey Peninsula, this entry 

in the American Guide Series, spon-

sored by the California State De-

partment of Education, isn’t a tome 

that jumps off the shelf at you. But 

check the spine closely and you’ll no-

tice the letters “WPA,” indicating that 

the book was compiled by workers of 

the Writers’ Program of the Works Pro-

jects Administration in Northern Cali-

fornia. During the Great Depression, 

the federal government paid some 

very talented people to explore our 

country, and this is just one small re-

sult. 

Monterey Peninsula is a tour 

book in the grand sense of the term, in 

the 19th-century Baedeker’s tradition; 

it provides an anecdotal history of 

many of the places it proposes we  

visit. Published in 1941, its view of 

Monterey, Pacific Grove, and Carmel 

pre-dates much of our 1970s—or even 

post–World War II—development, 

evoking such scenes as a bustling Ho-

tel Del Monte, an active cannery row, 

a developing Forest Theater, and a 

relatively recent whaling industry. 

Combined with local experts, the     

The Custom House by Mallette Dean 
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join the MSHP volunteer family, 

please let them know they are most 

welcome to take part in the fun and 

have them contact me. 

Volunteers have also now begun 

leading walking tours of the Custom 

House Plaza and wharf area on 

Thursdays. (For more information 

about this program and other 

summer events, see related articles 

in this edition.) 

May was highlighted by another 

great MSHPA-sponsored lecture. As 

many as 20 volunteers enjoyed Rum-

sien author, consultant, and lecturer 

Linda Yamane give a two-hour 

presentation about her Native Ameri-

can culture at the Spear Warehouse 

on May 23. Afterward, she generously 

remained on hand to participate in a 

lively discussion.  

Closing out the month was this 

year’s Volunteer Appreciation 

Barbecue, held May 31 in the Cooper 

Garden. With grillmasters Ricky and 

Nadine Roldan serving up a delicious 

lunch of tri-tip, chicken, garlic bread, 

and all the fixings, it’s no surprise 

this was a huge success. State Park 

Rangers Jo McMenamy and Stephen 

Stultz pitched in, and Sector 

Superintendent Eric Abma helped 

serve and then extended his thanks 

to the dedicated volunteer family. He 

also gave an update on State Parks 

Page 6 

Coordinator’s Corner 

L ooking back, I’m struck by the 

number of times this column 

has begun with something like “It’s 

been a busy couple of months …” 

Well that was never truer!  

The summer season kicked off 

on Memorial Day weekend with May-

fest—a three-day event at the 

Custom House Plaza, complete with 

vendors, good food, and great 

music.  

A concerted recruitment effort 

yielded many new volunteer docents 

for the Stevenson House this 

season. Thanks go to former MSHP 

Guide Ruth Anne Krotzer and her 

husband, Harold, for all their 

assistance. If you have family or 

friends who you think may want to 

transition progress. It was my 

pleasure to be able to thank so 

many volunteers who joined the fun 

and to present Kimberly Wright with 

the department’s highest volunteer 

honor, the Golden Poppy Award, for 

her many and diverse contributions.  

 

Upcoming events—save the dates! 

—Independence Day: July 4 

Parade and Living History Day at 

Cooper-Molera Adobe, 11 a.m. to 3 

p.m. 

Parade participants, please meet in 

the Cooper Garden at 9:30 a.m. and 

prepare to walk to the parade-

staging area shortly thereafter. All 

parade participants should be 

dressed in either their State Parks 

uniform or historic attire.  

—Sloat Landing Reenactment Cere-

mony: July 5, 1:00 p.m. at the 

Custom House 

Staff and volunteers who wish to at-

tend in uniform or period attire may 

do so.  

—Stevenson House Concert: Aug. 29 

—Christmas in the Adobes: Dec. 11 

and 12 

House volunteers are needed! 

Please contact the coordinator if 

you’re interested. More on this 

event in the next newsletter. 
— By Michael D. Green 

 State Park Interpreter III 

M SHP volunteers David Ford and 

Susan Miller ran the first 

volunteer-led walking tours on 

Thursday, May 21. Admission to 

Custom House is free. Tours are $5 

for adults and free for children ages 

12 and under Docent led tours begin 

on the hour from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m. 

State Parks’ one-hour guided ex-

cursions are a big hit with visitors 

each summer, and being able to aug-

ment the program with complimenta-

ry tours one or two days per week is a 

plus. Interpretive Program Manager 

Volunteer docent Susan Miller ready to lead 

a Historic Walking Tour  

—Photo by Michael D. Green 

Michael Green said, “Current MSHP 

budget allocation doesn’t allow us 

to hire more staff, so volunteers can 

play a huge role in helping fulfill our 

park mission.” 

He added that “at least for now, 

we’re extremely pleased to be able 

to expand our tours using volun-

teers.” 

Volunteer Pat Friedrich has also 

signed on to give walking tours. If 

you’re interested in helping out too, 

please contact Michael by email at 

Michael.Green@parks.ca.gov or call 

his office at (831) 649-7172.  

Docent-Led Tours Begin at Custom House 
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Summertime Fun for School Kids 
Niños included new students as well 

as returnees. Some came because 

they had older siblings who enjoyed 

the program, others because they 

were inspired by a visit to the MSHP 

website. But many new campgoers 

enrolled because they had been on 

one of our field trips.  

So I was pleased to be able to 

announce at the annual Volunteer 

Appreciation Barbecue that we would 

be expanding the school programs. 

The 3rd-grade Rumsien program will 

be moved to Tuesdays in order to 

catch more local Monterey District 

schools, which are dismissed early 

on Wednesdays. I would also like to 

add another day to the 4th-grade 

Hands-On program at Cooper-Molera 

Adobe, depending on when the Na-

tional Trust begins construction 

there. We are tentatively offering it 

on Wednesdays and Thursdays for 

the upcoming school year. The  

Hands-On program has always been 

popular, but recent demand has 

grown so high that in 2013–14 we 

were unable to accommodate many 

out-of-area schools that had been 

coming for years—there simply were 

not enough Thursdays available!  

 

M onterey State Historic Park’s 

summer camp is in full swing 

as I write this column. Despite the 

foggy weather we had earlier in the 

season, the sun came out for the 

first of our two Monday-to-Friday Los 

Niños programs, held June 8 to 12, 

and gave us temperatures in the 

70s. Judy Piper, Jeanie Sturges 

(whose not-so-secret love is school 

programs), and I taught the children 

about local Ohlone/Rumsien tradi-

tions. Activities were entirely hands-

on: grinding acorns into flour, using 

soap plant in a variety of ways, 

making a leather pouch, and 

stringing an abalone-shell necklace. 

At break time, we provided snacks of 

jerky, blackberries, and piñon (pine) 

nuts.  

But of all the fun on opening day, 

I am starting to suspect that the 

most memorable will prove to be a 

game played during the break, one 

that kids played back in the 1800s: 

stilts and hoops. Even the youngest 

child, a girl just entering 3rd grade, 

was able to master the stilts (with 

some initial assistance) within 10 

minutes.  

Attendees of Week One of Los 

Now, while we are expanding the 

school program, would be an excel-

lent time to let me know if you’d like 

to volunteer. We will need people who 

are friendly, fun, and perhaps a bit 

odd (because roping and branding 

really does get us excited). Personal-

ly, I think these volunteers have the 

best time. Plus, you’ll get the added 

benefit of a homemade tortilla with 

butter after every shift. Shoot me an 

email at Callista.turner@parks.ca.gov 

or call 831-649-7109 to get your 

name on the list and receive training.  
 —By Callista Turner, Guide I 
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More than 60 children from Los Padres Elementary School were able to visit our park thanks to almost $900 in  

transportation funds that MSHPA provided. This was the first time many of the Salinas students had been here. 
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Saturday, July 4  

Living History 

Family-oriented activities in the Cooper Garden fol-

lowing the Independence Day Parade. 
 

Saturday, August 29  

Robert Louis Stevenson Celebration 

Stevenson House 
 

Saturday & Sunday, October 3 & 4  

History Fest 
 
 

Friday & Saturday, December 11 & 12  

31st Annual Christmas in the Adobes 

Our major fundraiser for educational and interpretive programs at 

Monterey State Historic Park. Tickets go on sale October 15. 

S tate Park maintenance workers 

have been spiffing up the en-

trance to the Custom House during 

the latter part of May and early June, 

in preparation for the MSHPA store’s 

move to its new location there. They 

added several tons of compacted 

decomposed granite (DG) to the area 

northwest of the main entry, and 

constructed a new ADA-compliant 

pathway of the same material.  

 Additionally, State Park carpenter 

Mike Bartinetti replaced several feet 

of old, rotting boards at the southeast 

end of the porch and at the front en-

trance with new redwood planks. 

“You wouldn’t believe how much dust 

and dirt had accumulated under 

those boards,” Mike said.  

 These efforts have made the Cus-

tom House much more welcoming 

and, importantly, safer for all the visi-

tors to our Historic Landmark #1. 

 

Thanks to the MSHP mainte-

nance crew! 
— By Michael D. Green 

State Park Interpreter III 

Custom House Spruce-Up 


