
 

 

 

O ur organization’s annual meeting, held on 
Saturday, January 19, at the State Parks 

District Office was an opportunity to meet and 
socialize with other members and to learn more 
about past achievements, plans for the future, 
and goings on at state parks. 

Bucking tradition, the meeting opened with 
the guest speaker, our own Michael Green, who 
offered a condensed version of his fascinating 
presentation on California’s First Theater and 
Jack Swan. The full-length talk was covered in 
the May 2018 issue of The Monterey Manifest; 
if you didn’t read it then or would like to review 
the details, it can be found on our website at 
mshpa.org. Michael has offered the presenta-
tion to several other groups and continues to 
gather information about the 20th-century his-
tory of the building. He is contemplating writing 
a book about it; if he does, you will find it for 
sale at the Custom House Store! 

Christmas in the Adobes Dazzles! 
Continued on p. 2 

Eric Abma, state parks sector superinten-
dent, was up next with information on the state 
of state parks. He told us that the Department 
of Parks and Recreation has been in a holding 
pattern as the transformation plan has been 
developed, but things are starting to break 
loose. An important aspect of the process was 
calculating the actual costs of running each 
state park, which has been completed. To help 
pay for operations, state parks will receive a 
portion of the revenue generated by SB1, 
known as the gas tax. MSHP is slated to get 
several new interpretive guide positions, one 
full-time and three at 1,500 annual hours, 
which will allow a huge increase in public offer-
ings.  

There were also several new additions to 
maintenance staff. Their first major finished 
project was on the Larkin House — you may 
have noticed that it was repainted to its original 
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Manifest  
February—April 2019 

The Monterey 

2019 Annual Meeting: New Directions 

A fter months of planning, the 35th annual 
Christmas in the Adobes, a.k.a. CITA, 

proved a big success. Volunteers, interpretive 
staff, maintenance workers, and State Parks 
peace officers all pitched in to make this year’s 
event one of the best.  

Fund-raising totals topped $53,500, with 
net profit reaching $38,600 — both records. 
Attendance averaged more than 800 people a 
night. Larkin House was the most popular, 
drawing 1,242 visitors on Saturday alone! 

Seven MSHP venues and 15 partner sites 
located throughout the historic downtown of-
fered holiday treats, music, dancing, and do-
cents — many in 19th-century attire — to share 
the story of each location.  

The event has become a holiday favorite for 
visitors countywide, who make it a tradition 
each year to attend. And realizing how hard it is 
to cram everything into one night, they’ve made 
the two-night pass more and more popular.  

As chair of the planning committee, I’ve en-
joyed walking to each partner location to thank 

Continued on p. 2 

them for their participation. This year, the 
weather was clear on both nights. The spirit of 
the holidays was present on the smiling faces 
of people who greeted one another on the 
streets. Holiday sounds from a brass quartet 
performing in front of Kurt Heisig’s Music filled 
the air on Polk Street. The Cooper-Molera Ado-
be garden was lovely as folks sipped coffee 
served in the Skylight Room. 

Local teachers brought their classes to the 
event in large numbers, and I could hear the 
students’ excited voices echoing down Houston 
Street on their way to Stevenson House. Always 
an event favorite, bagpipe player Cameron  
Binkley brought Scottish tradition to Monterey 
with his virtuosity. Of course, I had to pause 
there to enjoy some shortbread biscuits and hot 
tea — a warm respite from the chilly night. 

Then it was off to Casa Gutierrez, where 
scintillating flamenco dancers stepped back in 
time to California’s colonial past. Across the 
street, Todd Farrington, public relations manag-
er for the Big Sur Land Trust, enthusiastically 
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20 Custom House Plaza  Monterey, CA  93940 
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Custom House Store 
Monterey State Historic Park Association 

color. Work on the Custom House is 
scheduled to begin soon, although a date has 
not been set. Staff is in flux, as Guide I 
Callista Turner has accepted a full-time 
position and promotion to Interpreter I at Will 
Rogers State Park (more on page 7). Callista 
has done great work expanding the school 
programs at MSHP, with more classes 
attending and a bus scholarship for low-
income schools. Eric also thanked Michael 
Green for his efforts on Christmas in the 
Adobes, and complimented MSHPA on its 
work to keep the park open and moving 
forward. Michael will be retiring this spring. 

Michael was up next in his role as volun-
teer coordinator. His column on page 6 covers 
what he had to say, plus more.  

Harish Joshi, outgoing board co-president, 
introduced the 2019 board of directors: Jan 
Houser and Lee Henderson, co-presidents; 
Gayle Paul, secretary; Toy Bryant, treasurer; 
Bende Kelly, volunteer council; Susan Miller, 
marketing; and Bonnie Van Meter, 
membership. The board is actively seeking 
new members. Harish then summarized the 
highlights of 2018. The top three revenue 
streams were Christmas in the Adobes, the 
retail stores, and donations. Gross revenue 
for the year was $165,000, with a net of 

$43,000. This wouldn’t have been possible without state park 
volunteers, whose time is the biggest gift we have. The funds raised 
will support school programs, bus scholarships, and our largest 
project yet, renovation of California’s First Theater. 

Jan Houser spoke next, to describe the plans and progress to 
date for this restoration, which MSHPA is taking an active role in 
funding. The first steps are installation of a fire-suppression system 
at $46,000; French drains to prevent further water damage to the 
structure, at $40,000; and ADA access, estimated to cost 
$388,000. So far, thanks to Lee’s excellent grant writing, MSHPA 
has secured matching funds for half the cost of the fire-suppression 
and the drains, from the Monterey Peninsula Foundation and Com-
munity Foundation for Monterey County, respectively. A grant for ADA 
access has been applied for, but if it’s not successful, Jan has a plan 
B. Once these tasks are done, it will be time to mount a capital cam-
paign to raise the remaining funds, at least $1,000,000, to com-
plete the restoration. 

We’re excited to see progress on this long overdue project. 
Donations are always welcome. 

 —By Kimberly Wright 
 The Monterey Manifest Co-editor 

Continued from p. 1 
told the story of his office building, once the family home of Gabriel 
de la Torre, who was a friend and neighbor of John Rogers Cooper.  

Next was my all-important visit to the House of Four Winds to 
see Mrs. Claus. I thanked her for coming to Monterey and noticed 
that she was looking very relaxed, despite the pressure she must 
have been feeling for her part in managing the North Pole operation.  

So many ways to enjoy the event: hot chocolate (this year with 
marshmallows!) at the San Carlos Cathedral Heritage Center; deco-
rations, music, and treats on Fisherman’s Wharf; holiday punch at 
Steinbeck Lara-Soto Adobe; and a fabulous art collection at Casa 
Serrano. There was traditional cider at Colton Hall, a tour of the 
premises at the Pacheco and Abrego Clubs, music at the Mayo 
Hayes O’Donnell Library, great cookies at the Old Whaling Station, 
fresh lemon water at the First Brick House, and dancing at both the 
Monterey Museum of Art and our own Custom House — plus sweet 
snacks at Casa Amesti to enjoy in a setting inspired by the gardens 
of Alhambra, Spain. 

Personally, I can’t think of a better way to end the year. Thanks 
go to so many who helped capture the joy of the season, past and 
present. 

 —By Michael D. Green 
 State Park Interpreter III 

CITA 
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Faces of Christmas in the Adobes 2018 

February—Apr i l  2019 

Volunteers pictured clock-
wise, from top left: Maria 
Lucido at Casa Soberanes, 
Lee Henderson at Larkin 
House, Mimi Sheridan at 
Larkin House, and Randy 
Hawkinson as Lt. Sherman. 
Photos by Holly Haynes. 
Center:  Flamenco dancers 
at Casa Gutierrez. Photo by 
Christine Warde 
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W hen the Spanish began ex-
ploring the Monterey Bay  

area, there was one natural land-
mark that stood out and became a 
reference point for more than 150 
years: a giant stately oak tree just 
south of the current Monterey har-
bor, with branches that “bathed in 
the waters of the sea at high tide,” as 
a Spanish expedition described it. On 
December 17th, 1602, these explor-
ers and their leader, Sebastian Viz-
caíno, held a Mass under the tree 
and claimed Monterey for Spain. 
Then, 168 years later, the Spanish 
military governor Gaspar de Portolá 
and Father Junípero Serra used the 
same tree to confirm their rediscov-
ery of the Monterey Bay and founded 
the city of Monterey under its branch-
es.  

The importance of this tree can-
not be overstated, says city historian 
Dennis Copeland. “The Vizcaíno-
Serra Oak is basically the location of 
the Plymouth Rock of the west,” he 
states. “It is where Monterey was 
founded on June 3rd, 1770, and it 
basically became the capital of Cali-
fornia and what was the foundation 
for the Spanish colonization of Cali-
fornia.” 

It grew along a creek, in a loca-
tion believed to be near the present 
intersection of Pacific Street and  

Artillery Street, by the entrance to the 
Lower Presidio Historic Park. 
Copeland thinks the nearby fresh-
water stream attracted the Spanish 
to the spot. “Vizcaíno and his crew, 
along with the Carmelite Friars, who 
were on board with him, saw this gi-
ant live oak,” Copeland says. “There 
were probably several oaks in that 
spot, but this one stood out.” 

Around 1840, the Vizcaíno-Serra 
Oak was struck by lightning, which 
reduced its size. Still, it remained 
growing in the same location until 
1904. That’s when construction in 
the area toppled the tree, and work-
men dumped the historic landmark 
unceremoniously into the bay. 

But according to local newspaper 
accounts, the oak’s story does not 
end there. San Carlos Cathedral 
Pastor Ramon Mestres learned of the 
historic specimen floating in the bay 
and persuaded a group of 
Portuguese fishermen to go out in 
their boats and retrieve it. The 
Vizcaíno-Serra Oak was fished from 
the sea, coated with crude oil and 
creosote, and mounted on a pedestal 
behind the San Carlos Cathedral, 
where it stood for another 80 years.  

These days, artworks inspired by 
the landmark, and artifacts said to 
have been made from the oak itself, 
are scattered about the Monterey 

area like leaves about a tree. As early 
as 1870, the artist Leon Trousset 
created an oil painting, called First 
Landing, depicting Father Serra and 
the Spanish expedition celebrating 
Mass under the Vizcaíno-Serra Oak. 
The work is now displayed in one of 
the Carmel Mission’s museums. The 
tree is also the subject of a long 
poem by Mary Sullivan Spence, titled 
The Passing of an Oak, though 
apparently only 12 copies of this 
chapbook were printed, in 1909, all 
for private distribution. Another 
artwork depicting the tree is a 
contemporary mural enlarged from 
an original acrylic painting by 
Stephanie Rozzo and installed in 
2015 along the Monterey Recreation 
Trail.  

Parts of the oak itself can be 
found around the Monterey Penin-
sula. Monterey State Historic Park 
has a chair that’s said to have been 
made from branches of the tree. It 
was shown at the Panama Pacific 
International Exposition in 1915 and 
is currently housed in the First Thea-
ter.  

Chunks of the tree are on display 
in a Carmel Mission museum and in 
the San Carlos Cathedral’s Heritage 
Center Museum. More impressively, 
a piece of the tree is embedded on 
the underside of the altar at the San 
Carlos Cathedral. It is also believed 
that the oak tree in front of the 
Stokes Adobe on Hartnell Street in 
Monterey (most recently Restaurant 
1833) was planted from an acorn 
that fell off the Vizcaíno-Serra Oak. 

Unfortunately, these are just re-
minders of what an important and 
commanding tree the Vizcaíno-Serra 
Oak must have been while it was 
alive. Copeland has no doubt that it 
would be a popular attraction for his-
tory buffs if it were around today. 
“We have a Path of History in Old 
Town Monterey,” he says. “The Viz-
caíno-Serra Oak would be a part of 
the Path of History if it existed.” 

 —By Stuart Thornton, Guide Trainee 
Monterey State Historic Park Docent Barbara Siebeneick shows off the piece of the Vizcaíno-Serra Oak on display 

in the San Carlos Cathedral’s Heritage Center Museum. —Photo by S.T. 
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Six Tales of Historic Visionaries 

E very so often, it’s a pleasure to 
find a “light” history of excep-

tional value. The writer in this review, 
Robin Chapman, comes from a 
strong journalistic background (she 
once worked for local KRON-TV) and 
has chosen to write the book Historic 
Bay Area Visionaries in a reportorial 
style. Reading it is much like enjoying 
a collection of New Yorker magazine 
articles; each has an intense focus 
on the subject, with ample historical 
and cultural background to place it in 
context. 

Chapman opens Visionaries with 
an introduction which argues that, 
historically, Northern California’s 
geography provided a unique 
environment for innovation. Isolated 
by vast prairies and deserts, the self-
sufficiently rich California coastal 
region was essentially accessible 
only by sea, a slow and costly 
gateway. Thus it was an ideal testing 
ground for internal creativity. 

The author has selected six color-
ful personalities to illustrate her point 
and has devoted a chapter (read: 
“article”) to each. 

“Lope Inigo: The Vision to Survive 
Disruption.” This is the story of an 
Ohlone Indian whose native culture 
was destroyed by the mission sys-
tem, but who achieved personal suc-
cess during secularization. Inigo was 
one of the rare neophytes (Native 
Americans who converted to Catholi-
cism) for whom the original Spanish 
mission concept worked. Chapman 
includes interesting background here 
on how these “new believers” lived 
between the missions and their vil-
lages, and how local ranchos were 
allotted during secularization. 

“Juana Briones: The Vision of 
Compassion.” This second story tells 
of a female Californio rancher who 
bucked the patriarchal system and 
spread her largess among the less 
fortunate. The background in this 
chapter describes the development 
of early Yerba Buena, which came to 
be known as San Francisco. 

“Robert Louis Stevenson: The 
Vision of Adventure.” The next story, 
set in 1879, tracks a young British 
barrister chasing his married lover, 
Fanny Osbourne, halfway around the 
world. Chapman covers Stevenson’s 
explorations in Monterey, and adds 
information about transportation du-
ring the late 19th century. 

“Sarah Winchester: The Vision to 
Be Different.” This section debunks a 
lot of the myths surrounding the 
Winchester Mystery House and the 
woman behind it. Chapman also 
reflects here on how prominent 
women weathered bad marriages. 

“Thomas Foon Chew: The Vision 
of the Entrepreneur.” This Chinese 
American faced racial and 
immigration challenges to become, in 
the 1920s, head of one of the largest 
food canneries in the country. 
Fundamental information is included 
on the impact of the Chinese 
Exclusion Act. 

“Charlie Chaplin: The Vision of 
Artistic Innovation.” This final story 

recounts the tale of a British music 
hall artist who brought his knack for 
storytelling and a fledgling movie in-
dustry to the tiny Bay Area town of 
Niles, California. The author follows 
the trail west of the originally east-
ern-dominated novelty. 

Robin Chapman has chosen well-
documented people, leaving as little 
as possible to historical speculation, 
but she offers no other insight as to 
why she chose these six over the 
many other possibilities. Nor does 
she connect her subjects with any 
common traits other than “visionary,” 
as she defines it. 

Chapman also resists the temp-
tation to raise her subjects to heroic 
status. These are not the people ep-
ics are made of, but the common 
stuff of everyday Northern California 
success. 

Visionaries closes with a travel 
chapter, “On the Trail of the Califor-
nia Visionaries,” in which Chapman 
gives concise directions to some of 
the physical remainders of her cho-
sen half dozen. The reader could eas-
ily make three or four day trips out of 
this material. 

The next time you’re thinking of 
sitting down with the latest edition of 
The New Yorker, consider a copy of 
Historic Bay Area Visionaries instead. 
You’ll be surprised at how entertain-
ing and accessible California history 
can be. 

 —By George Wright 
 MSHP Volunteer 

 
Historic Bay Area Visionaries, by  
Robin Chapman, $23.99. Available 
now at the Custom House and Pacific 
House Stores. 

The Monterey Manifest co-editors: 
Holly Haynes & Kimberly Wright  
Email mshpa@att.net 
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store California’s First Theater. As I’m 
writing this, an email just popped into 
my mailbox from Lee Henderson, 
who announced that the Community 
Foundation for Monterey County 
approved a $50,000 grant for the 
First Theater restoration project! Nice 
work, Lee! Combine that with 
reasonable estimates for installing a 
new fire suppression system and 
more revenue raised during CITA, 
and it may not be too long before we 
have staff and Volunteers sharing 
that building’s unique story with our 
visitors.  

As always, enlisting more Volun-
teers is on the radar. My aim is to 
hold another advertised recruitment 
workshop in February. These events 
usually manage to entice a few more 
people into our ranks. We’ve also 
been successful in spreading the 
word among friends. Send any 
potential volunteers who are 
interested my way. 

This is a good time of year, too, to 
try your hand at guiding walking 
tours. During the slower winter  
months, you can fill in for staff. Plus, 
the groups are generally smaller, and 
I have more time to spend with you, 
sharing a variety of approaches you 
may find helpful. Even after our staff 
grows in March, there are still week-
days when you can help out. Volun-
teer-led tours leave the Custom 
House at 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. 
and last about an hour. The Volun-
teer shift starts at 11:00 a.m. (so 
you’d want to be there about 15 
minutes early) and ends at 2:00 p.m. 
Payment for these tours provided by 
volunteers are rung up through the 
store register and go directly to 
MSHPA. 

Nothing like a flip of the calendar 
page to remind us to look forward to 
even better days ahead. My resolu-
tion for 2019 is to continue enjoying 
my friendships at MSHP, share this 
unique city’s history, and wish you all 
a Happy New Year! 

 —By Michael D. Green 
State Park Interpreter III  

Page 6 

Coordinator’s Corner 

T he new year is the time to look 
back at our accomplishments 

and forward to new challenges.  
First, we must recognize the out-

standing commitment that Volun-
teers made to Monterey State Histor-
ic Park in 2018. Altogether, they do-
nated a record 5,441.25 hours as 
Hands On school program instruc-
tors, Custom House monitors, 
Stevenson House docents, dancers, 
walking tour guides, storekeepers, 
wardrobe managers, and Volunteers 
for special events like July 4th Living 
History Day, History Fest, and 
Christmas in the Adobes. 

As I’ve often said, time is the 
most precious thing a person can 
give. I know I speak for the entire 
staff when I say it is an incredible 
honor for us to spend some of that 
time with people who give so 
generously.  

The Monterey State Historic Park 
Association board members couldn’t 
have been more supportive in 2018. 
In almost 30 years in State Parks, 
I’ve never worked with a more helpful 
cooperating association. Assisting 
them in raising funds has been an 
enjoyable passion for me. 

Looking ahead, we note that seri-
ous progress is being made to re-

State Park Volunteer Awards 
 
Districtwide Annual Pass 
 Suzan Barroso 
 Nancy Durein 
 Sally Eastham 
 Donna Gibson 
 Holly Haynes 
 Sherry Hendershot 
 Robin Jenson 
 Ruth Krotzer 
 Nancy McReynolds 
 Nancy Parsons 
 Karen Shaffer 
 Mimi Sheridan 
 Christine Warde 
 Beverly Williams 

 
Statewide Annual Pass  
(Including Board Members) 
 Jane Garrettson 
 Randall Hawkinson 
 Lindy Perez 
 George Wright 
 Kimberly Wright 
MSHPA Board Members 
 Toy Bryant 
 Lee Henderson 
 Jan Houser 
 Harish Joshi 
 Susan Miller 
 Bende Kelly 
 Gayle Paul 
 Suzanne Siegelman 
 Bonnie Van Meter 

Planning to move? Be sure to 
give us your new address so you 
don’t miss a single newsletter. 
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teers, who have seen many staff 
members come and go over the 
years. The good news is that we have 
a solid core of people who are here 
to stay. Aaron Gilmartin will lead the 
administrative side of the school pro-
grams. Although I hate to say good-
bye to what I consider my baby and 

Callista Moves to SoCal Park  
Leaves Education Programs on a High Note 

T his past fall has been incredibly 
busy for our school programs. 

On October 30, we held our first 
teacher run-through of the Project 
Whale Citizen Science program. Un-
fortunately, the weather that day 
brought some of the highest sea 
surges of the year, and we were un-
able to leave the dock. But once the 
teachers could see all of the stations, 
the energy among them was palpa-
ble. Immediately after that, I worked 
on two grants for the program, total-
ing $19,000. I spent about 65 hours 
a week on that task alone. In Febru-
ary, we’ll find out whether those re-
quests are successful.  

What definitely has been suc-
cessful is our existing programs. The 
Rumsien sessions are booked every 
Tuesday through the end of May. 
They’re even overflowing into a cou-
ple of Mondays. This school year will 
turn out to have the most Rumsien 
programs on record. The Mexican 
California program will also hold the 
record for most sessions: 66. Every 
Wednesday and Thursday from now 
until the first week of June is booked.  

Though we have worked hard, 
the staff at Monterey State Historic 
Park and I take great pride in having 
made these educational efforts so 
popular. Of course, I want to thank all 
of my dedicated volunteers, too, as 
well MSPHA for its tremendous sup-
port.  

Having achieved so much here in 
Monterey, I now find that I must 
move on in my career. I’ve taken a 
promotion to full-time Interpreter I at 
Will Roger State Historic Park and 
Topanga State Park in the outskirts 
of northwest Los Angeles. I’m ner-
vous — but excited — at the thought 
of working at a new and more com-
plex level of visitor services interpre-
tation.  

I leave Monterey’s education pro-
gram in the solid hands of its volun-

that I love with all my heart, it’s time 
to spread this love to another park. 

I will keep my same state parks 
email: callista.turner@parks.ca.gov. 
Feel free to keep in contact with me, 
as you are all part of my state parks 
family.  

 —By Callista Turner, Guide I 
 Monterey State Historic Park 

Callista Turner poses in front of the First Brick Building during Christmas in the Adobes.  
—Photo by Stuart Thornton 
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MSHPA Calendar 
 

Volunteer Recruitment Meeting 
Saturday, February 16 (two sessions) 
11 a.m. to 12 noon or 2 to 3p.m. 
Monterey State Parks District Office 
2211 Garden Road, Monterey 
RSVP to Michael Green at 831-649-7172 
Or michael.green@parks.ca.gov 
 

Volunteer Social 
Thursday, February 28, 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
Custom House 
All active MSHP volunteers are welcome; 
be sure to RSVP to mshpa@att.net if you do 
not receive an Evite invitation. 
 

Stevenson House 
Saturday, April 6,  1 to 4 p.m. 
Opening of Saturday afternoon visitation 
schedule 

 

It’s time to renew your membership!  
You can use the envelope you received in the mail, or 

you can renew, join, or donate at any time via our website at mshpa.org. 

Retail Store News 
Thanks to our volunteers and customers and the staff at Pacific 
House, the MSHPA shops had another excellent year. Combined prof-
its at the Custom House and Pacific House stores totaled $22,367, 
up from $18,733 in 2017, an increase of 19 percent and more than 
half of our annual net profit. 

If you’d like to assist with this valuable work, you can contribute 
by shopping at our stores or volunteer-
ing. We are always looking for long-
term reliable helpers, so recruitment 
never stops. If storekeeping doesn’t 
suit you, consider becoming a docent 
in the main room of the Custom 
House. By engaging with visitors and 
interpreting our history, you will not 
only provide a great service but also 
increase donations and sales. 


