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Celebrate the 33rd Annual 
Christmas in the Adobes With Us! 

S panish-born pioneers of California laid 
native grasses into adobe clay to make 

strong, resilient bricks for their homes and 
churches. Stories of warring empires, sea-
faring captains, ambitious merchants, and 
revolutions crept in there, too. 

Such a story began at the dawn of the 
19th century, persisting today after more 
than two centuries. It was the spring of 
1806 when Nikolai Rezanov, pet of Russian 
emperors and a broker of oligarchies, head-
ed for Monterey on the Pacific Coast in ur-
gent need of food and other supplies for the 
Russian colony of Sitka. However, his 
physician, Georg Von Langsdorff, advised 
him to anchor early at the frontier port of 
San Francisco Bay, because the crew was 
starving and too sick to proceed to the 

Between Two Empires:  
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O ur hard-working organizing committee 
for Christmas in the Adobes (CITA to 

insiders) has been working for months to 
bring you this magical way to welcome the 
holidays. They’ve been busy arranging en-
tertainment, tasty treats, decorations, a 
host of volunteers, and all of the other logis-
tics involved in pulling off this wonderful 
event. 

Because of their efforts, on December 9 
and 10 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. you will be 
able to step back in time when 22 of Mon-
terey’s historic Alta California–era adobes 
and other buildings open their doors to wel-
come you. Follow the candle-lit luminarias 
to discover gracious rooms splendidly deco-
rated for the season, festive music, light 
refreshments, and early-California dancing 
at the Custom House. New to the event this 
year is the First Brick House, next door to 
the Old Whaling Station. Many of these 
buildings are not generally open to the pub-
lic, so this may be your only opportunity to 

Spanish capital.  
Their reception in San Francisco was 

hostile, since it was against the law to come 
ashore there, but introductory letters earned 
Rezanov  and Von Langsdorff invitations to 
dine with the family of Commandant José 
Darío Argüello. (The hungry crew, they were 
told, would be fed but had to remain on 
board their ship, the Juno, under armed 
guard.) 

Warmed by food and wine, Rezanov be-
came mesmerized by the commandant’s 
oldest daughter, Concepción. Her “sparkling 
eyes had pierced him to his innermost soul,” 
he confided to Von Langsdorff. The doctor 
had noticed her, too, devoting half a page in 
his journal to the 15-year-old’s “artless 

Ticket details 
 

Adult tickets cost $25. Youths ages 6 to 17 
are $2 when accompanied by a paying 
adult. Children ages 5 and under are free. 
Discounts on full-price adult tickets are 
available for MSHPA members, active U.S. 
military personnel, and groups of 12 or 
more. For those who enjoy a leisurely pace 
to see it all, two-night Gold Passes are  
available for $40. 

Monterey State Historic Park dancers at the Cus-
tom House. —Photo by K. W. 

Continued on p. 2 

Continued on p. 2 
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Love in Early California 

Custom House  
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natural demeanor and shapely figure.” 
Rezanov courted Concepción with strolls along San Francisco 

beaches and fanciful stories of the Russian court. She arranged a 
romantic boat trip to Angel Island for them. 

Just two weeks later, he proposed. She accepted readily, as he 
wrote to his Russian minister of commerce. In the same letter, Re-
zanov boasted that within six weeks he had “forced” a betrothal 
contract and an “understanding” with Alta California Governor José 
Joaquin Arrillaga that would bring fertile territory to Russia. 

But Rezanov’s schemes were dashed in 1807 at Krasnoyarsk, 
Siberia, when he fell from his horse en route to St. Petersburg. He 
died shortly afterward. Concepción didn’t learn of his demise until 
six years later, from a Russian trader. 

Concepción never married. She pursued a fulfilling career in ser-
vice to her church, culminating 
at the age of 60 with her tak-
ing vows as a Dominican nun 
at San Carlos Cathedral in 
Monterey, in the new state of 
California. 

 —By Carol Ryan 

We are fortunate to have added two members to our board of direc-
tors this past month: Suzanne Siegelman and Nancy Otis. 

Suzanne returned to the 
MSHPA board as secretary in Oc-
tober. She volunteers regularly as 
a storekeeper and as part of the 
Hands On school field-trip pro-
grams. During Christmas in the 
Adobes, you will find her at the 
First Brick House. Suzanne loves 
her Monterey birthplace, so she 
loves participating in all of 
MSHPA’s events and programs. 

Nancy Otis also joined the board in October, as a member at 
large. For 30 years, she was an international flight attendant for Pan 

Am Airways and Delta Air Lines. While living 
in Portland, Oregon, she volunteered for 15 
years as a facilitator for grieving families 
and trained new incoming volunteers as 
well. In her retirement, Nancy enjoys hiking, 
reading, sewing, volunteering for several 
local organizations, and sharing time with 
dear friends. She is a docent at the Custom 
House and serves as entertainment chair 
for Christmas in the Adobes. 

New Board Members 

Christmas in the Adobes 

The wall at San Carlos Cathedral, 
where Concepción took her vows. 
—Photo by C. R. 

Continued from p. 1 Continued from p. 1 

visit them during the year, and certainly your 
only opportunity to see them decked out for 
the holidays. 

Tickets are on sale at our new Custom 
House Store and online at www.mshpa.org. 
Starting at noon on event days, you may pur-
chase tickets and find Will Call at Pacific 
House Museum. Event goers will receive a pro-
gram describing the participating buildings 
and including a map, either when they pur-
chase tickets in the store or at Will Call. Adult 
tickets include a parking pass good for unlim-
ited street parking after 3 p.m. on event days. 

Proceeds from this charitable fund-raiser 
support Monterey State Historic Park’s educa-
tional and school history programs. CITA is 
sponsored by MSHPA in partnership with many 
other organizations that care about historic 
downtown adobes. 

—By Kimberly Wright 
Newsletter Coeditor 
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Christmas in the Adobes 2016 Sponsors  

555 Del Monte Center 
Monterey  CA   93940 

(831) 655-1234 

Business Members 

House Sponsors 

Inns of Monterey—Custom House 

Fish Hopper Restaurant—Co-sponsor, Casa 
Soberanes 

Old Fisherman’s Grotto—Co-sponsor, Casa 
Soberanes 

Scales Restaurant--Co-sponsor, Pacific 
House 

Kathy Miller, in memory of Dr. Clair A. 
Weast—Co-sponsor, Pacific House 

Mary Powell, in memory of Howard T.  
Powell—Casa Gutierrez 

SUPERsmith—Lara Soto Adobe 

Stevenson Lodge—Stevenson House 

Toy Bryant, in memory of Bill Bryant, and 
Jeanie Sturges, in memory of Les Sturg-
es—First Theater 

Southeby’s International Realty—Larkin 
House  

Point Lobos Foundation—First Brick House 

Other Major Donors 

City of Monterey  

Copy King 

Event Sponsors 

Mid Valley Cleaners and Olympia Cleaners 

Breakfast Club 

Cardinale and Wright Christmas Trees 

Jiquilpan Frutas y Aguas Frescas 
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Store News: We Love Our Storekeepers! 
On Wednesday, October 26, 12 of us 
gathered at the home of Bonnie van 
Meter for a luncheon celebrating and 
thanking our loyal storekeepers. Eve-
ryone enjoyed a traditional posole 
with all of the toppings, followed by 
fruit salad and cookies. Many, many 
thanks to Bonnie and her husband, 
Charlie, for their hospitality.  

In the past few month, we have 
been fortunate to welcome three new 
storekeepers: Kat Deering, Sherry 
Hendershot, and Mariah Sander. We 
are pleased that we continue to find 
generous people who enjoy sharing 
our unique history with visitors while 
raising funds to support educational 
and interpretive programs at the 
park. 

The store has some great items 
to sell. Our Custom House location 
and accompanying new logo have 
inspired us to add branded merchan-
dise, like logo T-shirts, reusable water 
bottles, and eco-friendly shopping 
bags, as well as the magnets we in-
troduced at our grand opening in 
April. Coming soon are Custom 
House pencils (priced for school 
kids!) and—just in time for Christmas 
in the Adobes—Custom House orna-
ments for the holiday tree. 

Our store continues to be one of 
the best sources for books on the 
history of Monterey and Alta Califor-
nia. We carry a choice selection of 
children’s books, including Budgee, 
Budgee Cottontail, written and 
illustrated by local artist Jo Mora. 

Since moving to the 
Custom House, we 
have emphasized the 
Mexican and maritime 
heritage of our park. 
Day of the Dead 
merchandise will be on 
the shelves a few more 
weeks before we gear 
up for Christmas and 
replace it with nativity 
sets and more 
ornaments. We also 
have old-fashioned 
children’s toys and 
games, which make 
great presents. So be 

In Memorium 

S adly, our good friend and long-
time Cooper Museum Store 

manager Jean de la Paz passed away 
Sunday morning, July 31. Volunteer 
Coordinator Michael Green says that 
Jean, who lived well into her 90s, was 
“the soul of kindness — one of the 
sweetest people I ever met. Those 
who knew her were glad to be around 
her sunny disposition.” He adds, “We 
were very lucky to have had her as 
part of our volunteer family.” 

We also remember MSHP volun-
teer Shirley Jaster, who died Sunday, 
July 24, in Sanbornton, New Hamp-
shire, at the age of 90. Shirley was 
active in many local organizations. At 
MSHP, she served as a docent and 
cataloged a collection of American 
Indian artifacts displayed at the Cus-
tom House. She also wrote, directed, 
and performed in vignettes for Ro-
mance in the Adobes, an event that 
was held here annually. 

Jean de la Paz 

John Grafton dances with a young friend in 
the cactus garden during History Fest. —Photo 
by K. W. 

Storekeepers’ luncheon, clockwise from upper left: Bende 
Kelly, Lindy Perez, Holly Haynes, Sherry Hendershot, host 
Bonnie van Meter, Nancy Parsons, and Nancy Durein. —Photo 
by Suzanne Siegelman 

sure to think of the Custom House 
Store when it’s time for your holiday 
shopping! We’re open every day from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., except for 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New 
Year’s Day.  

—By Kimberly Wright 
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A Social and Cultural History of Early California 

F ar into Thrown Among 
Strangers, Douglas Monroy re-

minds us that we learn as much 
about the author of a history as we 
learn of the history itself. As readers 
of history, we learn as much about 
ourselves as we learn about the his-
tory examined and/or its author. 
Monroy declares that as a society, we 
are the stories that we write and read 
about ourselves — what Napoleon 
cynically called “lies agreed upon” — 
and that societies change their 
stories to fit their evolving needs. It is 
the individual’s interpretation of 
those stories that makes someone 
the person he or she is on any given 
day. 

Monroy offers us a social and 
cultural (as opposed to political and 
military) history of early California; he 
analyses how radically divergent cul-
tures come into conflict in California 
and the outcomes of such clashes. 
Monroy quickly reveals himself as a 
historian who sees the division of 
labor as the single most important 
factor in California history. Along the 
journey, he describes several cata-
clysmic cultural calamities. 

One such conflict comes between 
the indigenous peoples and their 
Spanish visitors: the Indians versus 

the missionaries. The Indians see 
time as circular; the missionaries, as 
linear. The Indians embrace the sta-
tus quo; the missionaries, change 
and progress. The Indians see them-
selves as in balance with their cos-
mos; the missionaries wish to change 
individuals to fit their cosmos. The 
Indians take only what they need 
from a benevolent Nature; the mis-
sionaries demand that Nature give 
up more and more. The Indians work 
only for their comfortable subsist-
ence and harmony with their cosmos; 
the missionaries enforce labor to ex-
pand their economy. These cultural 
conflicts, along with venereal disease 
and alcohol, destroyed the Indians 
and very nearly brought down the 
missionaries themselves. Monroy is 
clear to point out that the missionar-
ies brought with them the causes of 
their own failure to convert the Indi-
ans. 

Who was the winner in this con-
flict? Who the loser? Who was right, 
and who was wrong? Was there a 
right and a wrong? Could one or both 
of these cultures have adapted to 
achieve a better outcome? Should 
they have adapted? As readers of 
history, answers to these and many 
more questions help define us in 
terms of generosity, empathy, sympa-
thy, and so forth. 

Monroy describes another Cali-
fornia cultural conflict, this time be-
tween Californios and their Anglo 
conquerors. In the 19th century, con-
quest was a legitimate form of territo-
rial expansion, and to the victor be-
longed the spoils. The Anglos saw 
(and perhaps still see) California as a 
for-profit enterprise, whereas the 
Californios saw it as a lifestyle. To a 
Californio, generosity was the mark 
of a gentleman, whereas the Anglo 
saw accumulation of wealth as the 
mark of success. To Californios, 
property ownership was measured in 
heredity and tradition, whereas 
Anglos saw it in terms of the strict 
legality of deeds. Californio society 
was inclusive to the point of 

intermarriage; Anglo culture exclusive 
to the point of racist vigilantism. On 
one point the Californio and Anglo 
agreed, however: Both needed cheap 
labor to succeed. So immigrant 
Chinese and Mexicans replaced the 
disappearing Indians. 

The Anglo culture comes to domi-
nate the Californio to the point of 
what Monroy calls the pasturalization 
(changing the “story”) of the 
Californio by the Anglo. The missions 
are restored, mock fiestas are 
organized, romantic novels celebrate 
a less-than-authentic past, the 
caballero becomes venerated — just 
about the story that is taught in 
fourth-grade public education classes 
today. 

Monroy finishes his collection of 
“stories” with a present day (1990) 
analysis of the Mexican and 
American cultural conflict that has 
created a labor crisis in Southern 
California. Thus he completes the 
promise of the book’s subtitle, The 
Making of Mexican Culture in 
Frontier California. Once again, the 
distribution of labor marks Monroy’s 
interpretation of California history. 

Thrown Among Strangers is a 
valuable addition to any interpreter’s 
library of California history. It not only 
offers up Monroy’s perceptive inter-
pretation but also inspires the indi-
vidual reader to reflect upon his or 
her own personal interpretation. We 
are the stories we read and believe 
in; go ahead, test yourself. 

Thrown Among Strangers is not 
for young readers. Although it is well 
written for the lay person, it is a 
stretch for the casual reader of Cali-
fornia history who might be more fa-
miliar with the political and military 
approach. However, it’s worth the 
stretch. 

Thrown Among Strangers: The 
Making of Mexican Culture in Fron-
tier California, by Douglas Monroy 
(University of California Press) is 
available in our Custom House gift 
shop for $31.95. Don’t forget to ask 
for your member discount. 

  —By George Wright 
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undergoes restoration. His thorough 
knowledge of geology added an extra 
dimension to the visit.  

Afterward, Castro volunteers 
served authentic tortillas cooked on 
a recently reconstructed brasero 
(stove) with cheese and salsa, much 
to the delight of the Monterey guests. 
MSHPA donated $100 to the Santa 
Cruz County nonprofit in appreciation 
of their invitation. Joseph vowed to 
bring his volunteers to Monterey 
soon for one of our walking tours.  

Just a few days later, on 
September 21, the San Salvador 
arrived, anchoring just off the 
commercial pier. The following 
morning, this full-scale replica from 
the Maritime Museum of San Diego 
tied up at Fisherman’s Wharf. 
Volunteers from Point Lobos, Point 
Sur Light Station, and State Parks 
assisted by interpreting the history of 
Juan Cabrillo’s original 1542 galleon, 
ushering visitors through the 
dockside exhibit area, and escorting 
them safely on and off the ship.  

The San Salvador drew crowds 
that averaged 1,100 people per day 
from Friday, September 23, through 
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Coordinator’s Corner 

S ince the summer newsletter 
came out, Monterey State Histor-

ic Park’s beloved volunteers have 
been involved in lots of special 
events. 

On August 27, actor Keith Decker 
presented a reading from Robert 
Louis Stevenson’s work written while 
the author lived in Saranac Lake (a 
village in upstate New York) and 
Samoa. Thirty volunteers attended 
the presentation and enjoyed post-
event refreshments, compliments of 
the Stevenson Club. Keith was 
spellbinding, as usual. 

On September 17, a dozen of us 
toured the Castro Adobe in Watson-
ville. Our host, State Park Interpreter 
I Joseph Ritchie, gave an outstanding 
account of the history of the area 
surrounding the adobe and of the 
property’s current status as it 

Sunday, September 25. The weather 
was warm and wharf businesses 
were booming, as the sailing vessel 
struck quite an appearance and 
could be seen from many parts of 
MSHP and northern downtown 
Monterey.  

October finds us gearing up for 
the 33rd annual Christmas in the 
Adobes fest, slated for Friday, 
December 9, and Saturday, 
December 10, from 5 to 9 each 
night. Although the Cooper-Molera 
Adobe will not be on the program this 
year, we will be including the First 
Brick House, which has never been 
on the CITA roster before.  

At this writing, I am preparing to 
crew the San Salvador while it sails 
from Oxnard to Avalon Catalina. Stay 
tuned for a presentation recounting 
the details of this voyage, augmented 
by photos. Fair winds and calm seas! 

—By Michael D. Green 
 State Park Interpreter III   

Volunteer interpreters train on board the San 
Salvador.  

State Parks Interpreter I Joseph Ritchie gives 
Monterey visitors a tour of the Castro Adobe 
in Watsonville. —Event photos by M.D.G. 

Park Staff Departures and Arrivals 
 
Since our last newsletter, two sea-
sonal MSHP aides have resigned, 
creating a big loss for the school 
programs: Maurice Bernier and Ian 
Bernstein have both moved on to 
other endeavors. Special-event 
coordinator Eugene Bruhanski has 
resigned as well. Rangers Dan 
Kraft and Stephen Stults have 
been busy interviewing candidates 
to fill these vacancies. Because of 
their efforts, we are pleased to wel-
come four new members to the 
seasonal staff. Our three new park 
aides are Mariah Barry, Kanani 
Hocking, and Caleb Yakel. We also 
have a new guide trainee, Meghan 
Braillard. All are students at Cali-
fornia State University Monterey 
Bay. We look forward to meeting 
them at the museums, during 
Hands On school programs, and 
during Christmas in the Adobes. 

 



Nov 2016–Jan 2017 Page 7 

For the Mexican-California pro-
gram, the stats are even more im-
pressive. We’ve had 47 reservations 
already, 19 of which are from Title 1 
facilities. Last year we had 42 sign-
ups, 10 of which were from low-
income schools. One reason for the 
rise in Title 1 visits is that MSHPA is 
providing a generous grant to help 
bus the classes here. 

These figures are good news. 
However, we are seriously short of 
both volunteers and trained staff. In 
addition, many of the children this 
year are special-education students 
who need more individualized atten-
tion, and this always presents an in-
teresting challenge. Combined with 
the extra classes we’re serving, we 
have much more work to do. Please 
consider volunteering your time to 
this fun and worthwhile program.  

—By Callista Turner, Guide I 
 Monterey State Historic Park 

“Hands On” Serves a Wider Range of Schools 
T he new school year is now well 

under way, and so, of course, 
are Monterey State Historic Park’s 
two Hands On programs: one focused 
on the Rumsien Indians, for third and 
fourth graders, and another that con-
centrates on Mexican-California, for 
fourth graders alone.  

These educational offerings are 
tremendously popular. I’m happy to 
report that despite an increase in 
fees this year, we’ve not only had a 
large retention rate but have actually 
seen a record number of signups. 
And since I keep scheduling through-
out the year, final participation could 
end up being even higher. What’s 
more, we’re continuing to reach new 
schools and a wider range of stu-
dents. In fact just this morning, Toro 
Park Elementary School in Salinas, 
which is new to Hands On, contacted 
me to schedule four class visits.  

As of this writing, we are slated to 
hold 22 Rumsien programs during 
2016–17, and one of these classes 
is from a Title 1 (or low-income/at-
risk) school. By comparison, last year 
we hosted 20 classes and, again, 
one Title 1 school. T he Monterey State Historic Park’s educational programs are “an 

awesome way to teach our students,” says Karen Levy, a fourth-
grade teacher at Robert Down Elementary School in Pacific Grove. “In 
the classroom, students cannot get hands-on activities like this. So be-
ing taught by docents who are really knowledgeable in each of their  
areas is just a fabulous way to pass on history. You make it appropriate 
for the students and turn it into living history, where the kids are kind of 
being taken back in time.” From the children’s rapt attention and gleeful 
squeals, it’s easy to tell that they love it, too.  

But Hands On may be suffering from its own success: While we con-
tinue to serve more and more youngsters, we recently lost some vital 
volunteers and trained staff members. Won’t you please help out by 
donating your precious time as a volunteer? You will be working directly 
with third- and four-grade pupils to provide them with the high-quality 
educational experience we have come to be known for. The programs 
are held three days a week, in the Pacific House, the Memory Garden, 
and the Custom House. Volunteers receive specialized training and the 
opportunity to participate in further educational programs and field trips 
for themselves, as well as social events. Plus it’s fun! For more infor-
mation or to sign up, contact Volunteer Coordinator Michael Green at  
831-649-7172 or michael.green@parks.ca.gov. 

—By Holly Haynes 
Newsletter Coeditor 

During a Hands On session in the Memory 
Garden, Callista Turner explains the im-
portance of Monterey’s hide-and-tallow trade. 
—Photos this page by H. H. 

Randy Hawkinson demonstrates how ropes were 
made in early California. 

Join Hands On 



Preserving Monterey’s Historic Heritage 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Monterey, CA 

Permit Number 248 

Your tax-deductible membership and donation support our mission of children’s programs and interpretation. 

November 2016-January 2017 

 

MSHPA 
20 Custom House Plaza 

Monterey, CA  93940 

Return serv ice requested 

MSHPA Calendar 
 

Christmas in the Adobes Tickets on 
Sale 

At the Custom House Store and 
online at www.mshpa.org. Online 
ticket sales end midnight, Dec. 7. 
 

Christmas in the Adobes  
Friday, December 9, and Saturday, 
December 10 from 5 to 9 p.m. 
 

MSHPA 2017 Annual Meeting 
Saturday, January 21 at 10:30 
a.m. at the Monterey District Of-
fice, 2211 Garden Road. 

 

On the Internet 

Our website now has a new look, 
courtesy of Jerry Carter, who 
volunteered many hours redesigning 
it. Please visit us at www.mshpa.org 
to keep up to date on events, 
purchase Christmas in the Adobes 
tickets, pay your membership dues, 
or make a donation. If you use social 
media, both the Monterey State His-
toric Park Association and Custom 
House Store have pages on Face-
book.  

 
It’s time to renew your 

membership!  
Notices will be sent in December 

and will include a mailing envelope 
for your convenience. You can also 

renew, join, or donate at any time via 
our website at www.mshpa.org. 

 
Planning to move? Be sure to give us 
your new address so you don’t miss 

a single newsletter. 


