
 

 

 

L isa Maldonado Bradford, State Parks 
Interpreter I, officially took the reins as our 

volunteer coordinator in late June, following 
Michael Green’s retirement on the 25th after 
nearly 30 years of service with California State 
Parks.  

Lisa joins us from Asilomar State Beach and 
Conference Grounds, where, since 2013, she 
was responsible for a robust interpretive publi-
cations program. She established a volunteer 
guide program and was a lead staff person for 
many community-focused events, like the 
Annual First Day Hikes, the Annual Women’s 
History Day, the Pacific Grove Public Library’s 
collaborative tours, and monthly campfire talks 
throughout the summer. 

But Lisa is no stranger to Monterey State 
Historic Park. She began working here in 1998, 
first as a volunteer, then as a Guide, then a 
Guide Supervisor, and finally an Interpreter. 
She was an avid student of early California his-
tory and our adobe architecture, and served as 
a facilitator for numerous park programs, in-
cluding the school programs, public tours, and 

Annual MSHPA Event Features Historian John Sanders 
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Lisa Bradford Takes Command at MSHP 

Continued on p. 2 

Living History Days, as well as plein air 
workshops and lavish Christmas fandangos. 

Lisa at last year’s History Fest —Photo by Holly Haynes 

S et your calendars for Saturday, August 31, 
when guest speaker John Sanders presents 

“Of Land & Sea — A Tale of Robert Louis Steven-
son, John Steinbeck, and Treasure Island.” 

Sanders, a storyteller and historian who 
served at the Naval Postgraduate School for 31 
years, headlines MSHPA’s annual public 
presentation hosted by the RLS Club of Monte-
rey and held at Stevenson House, 530 Houston 
Street in Monterey, from 4 to 6 p.m. Following 
the talk, attendees will have the opportunity to 
chat with Sanders and enjoy refreshments in 
the adjoining garden. 

Sanders recounts that on Stevenson’s 
transformational journey of thousands of miles, 
the writer carried only a knapsack, a valise, and 
a six-volume set of Bancroft’s history of Califor-
nia. When RLS arrived in Monterey in 1879, he 
found not only the woman he loved but also the 
forest groves that ended up inspiring him so. 

“The emptiness of the woods gave me a sense 
of freedom and discovery,” Stevenson wrote. “It 
would be hard to find a walk more solitary and 
at the same time more exciting to the mind.” In 
a “pictorial essay,” as Sanders calls it, our 
presenter reconstructs the Monterey that 
stirred Stevenson’s imagination and shaped a 
literary classic. 

Admission to this event is $10 for MSHPA 
and RLS Club members and $15 for the gen-
eral public. Tickets are available every day at 
the Custom House Store between 10 a.m. and 
4 p.m. or by mailing a check, payable to 
MSHPA, to Lindy Perez, P.O. Box 51504, Pacific 
Grove, CA 93950. Please include your email 
address or phone number when paying by mail. 
Tickets can be picked up at Stevenson House 
on the day of the event. 

Seating is limited, and tickets will not be 
sold at the door. 
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Business Members 

555 Del Monte Center 
Monterey CA  93940 

 

Custom House  
Store  

 

Open Daily  
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

2019 MSHPA Board of Directors 
 

Jan Houser, Co-president, Fund-raising 
Lee Henderson, Co-president, Fund-raising 
Toy Bryant, Treasurer 
Gayle Paul, Secretary 
Harish Joshi, Past President, Retail Chair, Outreach 
Susan Miller, Marketing 
Bende Kelly, Volunteer Council 
Bonnie Van Meter, Membership 
Nicollette Eason Trottier, Social Media, Marketing 
Mimi Sheridan, Member at Large 
Jo McMenamy, Cooperating Association Liaison 

Monterey State Historic Park Association 
20 Custom House Plaza  Monterey, CA  93940 

Email: MSHPA@att.net / Website: MSHPA.org 
 

Custom House Store 
Monterey State Historic Park Association 

I t was with great sadness that we learned of the sudden death on 
April 23 of Charles Van Meter, husband of Bonnie Van Meter. Bon-

nie is a member of the MSHPA board of directors and a longtime vol-
unteer storekeeper. The Van Meters hosted several gatherings for 
the board and volunteers at their home. Charlie was always kind and 
helpful, and he will be remembered with fondness by those of us who 
knew him. Our hearts go out to Bonnie. 

In Memoriam: Charles Van Meter 

If You Use Social Media… 
 

To keep up with the latest news, follow us on Facebook,  
@MontereyStateHistoricParkAssociation  
and @CustomHouseStore 

 

Would you rather look at pictures? We’re also on  
Instagram, @MSHPA_monterey. 
 

If you’re an Amazon shopper, you can support MSHPA by using Am-
azon Smile, smile.amazon.com, and designating Monterey State 

Historic Park Association. The Amazon Smile Foun-
dation will donate 0.5 percent of the purchase price 
from your eligible Amazon Smile purchases. 

Lisa grew up in the Southern California 
mission town of San Juan Capistrano. “The 
corridors, walls, and texture of the old mission 
school left a lasting imprint on my mind,” Lisa 
says, and helped her “create an early connec-
tion to California history.” She attended the 
University of California, Santa Barbara, and 
earned a degree in medieval history. After 
several years of career starts and stops, along 
with time out for raising three children, she 
found her niche as an interpreter at California 
State Parks.  

Now Lisa comes full circle by returning to 
MSHP. She brings “renewed energy and vision 
for increasing park visitation,” she says, and is 
looking forward to “creating new interpretive 
programming and to providing support and 
mentoring to staff and volunteers alike.” She’s 
also excited about serving as a lead staff 
person for current interpretive events, like our 
July 4th Living History Day, History Fest, and, 
of course, Christmas in the Adobes. Plus, she 
is a member of the California State Parks 
statewide Historic Clothing Committee, so 
historic garb and its role in interpretation at 
MSHP are near and dear to her heart. 

Please join us in welcoming Lisa! 

Continued from pg. 1 

Charlie and Bonnie Van Meter 

Welcome Back, Lisa 
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Living History Day Surpasses Expectations 

T his year’s July 4th Living History 
Day was my fourth at MSHP and 

the most successful by far. Our staff 
and volunteers did an amazing job 
providing a memorable experience to 
more than 600 attendees. As soon as 
the city parade ended, families started 
lining up at the Memory Garden gate. 
Within the first 40 minutes, we had 
surpassed 200 people, the total 
number who came all day in 2018!  

The dramatic increase was likely 
due to a change in the entry policy; this 
year the event was free, and we asked 
for donations instead. The public 
proved to be generous, giving a total of 
$590 — nearly $100 more than we 
raised last year when we charged for 
admission.  

Children and adults alike tried their 
hands at activities such as rope mak-
ing, leather stamping, butter churning, 
and stilt walking. Volunteers and staff 
donned period attire, creating a colorful 
window into the past. I’m already look-
ing ahead to the summer of 2020, 
when I know we will have another won-
derful event. Thank you to everyone 
who lent their time and energy!  

 —By Aaron Gilmartin 
 Guide I 

Pictured in the Memory Garden during Living History Day are, clockwise from top right, 
Reb Monaco, State Parks volunteer; Sam Koehler, guide trainee; Jack Bates (left) and 
Tyler Markley, guide trainees (photo by Aaron Gilmartin); Jose Silva (left) and Alden 
Glazier, members of the American Civil War Association; Talia Banarie, guide trainee; 
Randy Hawkinson, volunteer; and Carol Bassoni, volunteer. —Photos by Holly Haynes, 
except as noted 
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of docks, fishing fleets, and adobes, 
including the Stevenson House. 

During the 1920s, the building 
became the gathering place for still 
more artists. In addition to Price and 
Gay, Ina Clifford Perham, Albert Bar-
rows, William Gaskin, Lucy Valentine 
Pierce, and Esther Bruton all rented 
space in the French Hotel. “[The 
house] was lovely because it wasn’t 
all titillated up the way it is now with 
gardens and landscaping — proper-
ly,” Margaret Bruton, an artist and 
sister of Esther, said about place. 
“There was just lots of sun, lots of old 
nets and five or ten dollars a month 
rent for rooms … Originally fishermen 
and artists had lived side by side, but 
gradually the artists took over, and by 
this time the fishermen were gone — 

but you couldn’t get in 
some of the rooms be-
cause they were full of 
nets.”  
     A woodblock print 
by the third Bruton sis-
ter, Helen, illustrates 
the energy of this era. 
Titled “The Party,” it 
depicts a scene in 
which the Bruton wom-
en are dancing in the 
sala while Price and 
Perham sit one out. In 
the background, Gay 
changes a record on 
the phonograph.  
     Lindy Perez, histori-
an of the RLS Club of 
Monterey, believes the 
sheer size of the Ste-
venson House was 
probably a draw for the 
artists at that time. 
“There was this sort of 
bohemian spirit,” she 
says. “My sense is that  

Stevenson House … After Stevenson 
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I n the years immediately after Rob-
ert Louis Stevenson’s departure 

from Monterey in 1879, the building 
then known as the French Hotel was 
still owned by Juan Girardin’s heirs. 
Girardin had passed away in July 
1879, right before the author arrived 
in town.  

The Girardins continued to use 
the place as a boarding house. One 
family who took up residence there 
before the turn of the century was 
the Belards, known for operating bak-
eries in Monterey. Francois Belard 
worked as a baker at the nearby 
Stokes Adobe. 

According to State Parks’ Historic 
Structure Report, Girardin’s daughter 
Josephine shot and killed a male 
boarder for questioning her lineage. 
That was sometime 
in the early 1900s, 
while the hotel was 
in the heirs’ posses-
sion. (The incident is 
described in the 
document, though 
the researcher was 
unable to locate a 
primary account of 
the crime.)  

In 1919, the 
Girardins sold the 
property to Sidney 
Ruthven, a local 
paving contractor 
and stonemason. 
For the three years 
that he owned the 
building, it contin-
ued to be rented 
out. A variety of peo-
ple lived there dur-
ing that time, includ-
ing several Slavic 
fishermen, a cow-
boy, and the artist 

Clayton Sumner Price, an illustrator 
who developed into an early modern-
ist known for his increasingly ab-
stract work. C.S. Price’s residence 
would soon herald the next wave of 
lodgers. 

Ruthven did some renovations 
before selling the building to Freder-
ick “Captain” Randall for $4,500 in 
1922. Besides continuing to rent to 
Price, Randall let out a room to an-
other painter from the Bay Area who 
eventually became an influential 
Western artist: August Gay. Born in 
France, Gay emigrated to California 
when he as still a child. Years later in 
Oakland, before moving to Monterey, 
he cofounded a coterie of artists 
known as the Society of Six. Gay’s 
paintings are bold, colorful depictions 

In the spring issue of The Monterey Manifest, we explored the Stevenson House before author 
Robert Louis Stevenson moved into 530 Houston Street in Monterey. But the decades following 
his residence were some the most vibrant ever at this adobe. In this second installment, we’ll 
use the California State Parks’ Historic Structure Report and the perspective of volunteer Lindy 
Perez, historian of Monterey’s RLS Club, to tell the story of the building between 1879 and 
1941, the year that California State Parks received the house as a gift. 

"The Party," a woodcut by Helen Bruton, illustrates a gathering of artists in the 
French Hotel, around 1925. An original print of this image hangs in the Stevenson 
House today. —Courtesy of the city of Monterey 
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Alvarado Bio Leaves Much Room for Interpretation 

W hy was the main drag of Mon-
terey named after Juan Al-

varado? Was it because he was our 
favorite son, born here in 1809? Was 
it because he was a revolutionary, 
steeped in the ideals of the Enlight-
enment? Was it because he was the 
most prolific grantor of free land in 
the history of California? Or was it 
because he sired a vast brood of chil-
dren, many of whom were illegiti-
mate? Because he was an alcoholic 
who missed military battles, his inau-
guration, even his own wedding? Or 
was it just because he built a big 
house at the head of the street?  

You won’t find the answers to 
these questions in Robert Ryal 
Miller’s book Juan Alvarado, 
Governor of California, 1836 –1842. 

Or will you? 
Miller’s detailed biography 

(currently out of print but available in 
limited supply at both the Custom 
House and Pacific House Stores) is 
long on information and short on in-
terpretation. The author lays out the 
facts and then declines to speculate 
on them. He leaves the “why” of the 
story, the motivational drive, to the 
reader. He challenges us to hang the 

emotional meat on the historic 
bones, so to speak. 

Alvarado lived in California under 
the flags of three nations: Spain, 
Mexico, and the United States. As a 
young Californio, he read works by 
many of the Enlightenment thinkers, 
much against his church’s wishes, 
and developed into a republican un-
der the rule of a Spanish monarchist 
state. Then, after the Mexican revolu-
tion, he was disappointed that Cali-
fornia was recognized only as a terri-
torial department, rather than a full-
fledged state, a department with ap-
pointed Mexican military leadership, 
not elected Californio guidance. He 
viewed firsthand the intentions that 
France, Great Britain, and the United 
States all held for California, and he 
was one of the first to openly wonder 
if California shouldn’t declare itself 
an independent nation. And finally, 
during statehood under the Stars and 
Stripes, he became one of the most 
egregiously robbed Californio land-
holders. 

Although Miller’s book is inten-
tionally narrow in scope, restricting 
itself mostly to the area between 
Monterey and San Pablo Bay (where 
Don Juan lived out his post-
gubernatorial days), Alvarado walked 
equally among other Californio giants 
of his era — other avenida name-
sakes — such as Mariano Vallejo, 
John Sutter, and Pio Pico. Biograph-
ical facts of Alvarado can be scav-
enged from histories of these icons, 
but none is as good in this respect as 
Miller’s targeted study. 

Vallejo was Alvarado’s competitor 
uncle from Sonoma. Sutter was a 
military adversary from Sacramento. 
And Pico was a rival Californio 
governor from Los Angeles, fostering 
the long-standing — to this day — 
antagonism between Northern and 
Southern California. (It’s interesting 
to note that Alvarado gets a street in 
Los Angeles, but Pico gets zilch in 
Monterey.) 

Why, for the only street radiating 
from its plaza, did Monterey choose 

to honor Juan Alvarado? Perhaps be-
cause he was a child of the capitol, 
or a great idealist of a revolution, or a 
generous government official presid-
ing over the secularization of the mis-
sions, or a prolific lover, or a human 
with many of our own weaknesses, or 
a resident who opted to live at the 
head of this street, or for all of these 
reasons and a lot more. You read the 
book and you decide. That’s the joy 
in studying history that Miller leaves 
to us. 

I also wonder why Miller’s book 
has gone out of print, when it’s the 
only biography dedicated specifically 
to a boulevard-merited personality. 
Fortunately, our store manager, 
Kimberly Wright, has managed to 
procure 20 copies for resale at only 
$17.95 apiece. Hopefully that will be 
enough inventory to meet immediate 
demand. 

Knowledge of Juan Alvarado is 
essential to our interpretation of 
Monterey State Historic Park. Juan 
Alvarado, Governor of California, 
1836 –1842 is much more than its 
title implies; it’s an indispensable 
tool for the interpretation of Mexican 
California history and, as such, a nec-
essary addition to any interpreter’s 
California-history library. 

 —By George Wright 
 MSHP Volunteer 

Stuart Thornton checks out the books at 
the Custom House Store. —Photo by Holly 
Haynes 
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Many thanks to all of our wonderful 
docents who dressed up, paraded, 
danced, cooked, churned butter, 
stamped leather, made rope, played 
games, marched like soldiers, and 
lent “local color” to our entrances 
and exits. Thank you, too, to those 
who worked the MSHPA stores. Your 
gift of time is always greatly 
appreciated!! 

Next on the calendar is the yearly 
Stevenson summer event. This will 
take place on Saturday, August 31, 
from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Stevenson 
House, 530 Houston Street in Monte-
rey. John Sanders, a former Naval 
Postgraduate School historian, will 
present a talk entitled “Of Land and 
Sea: A Tale of Robert Louis Steven-
son, John Steinbeck, and Treasure 
Island.”  Everyone is invited. 

And now, for something com-
pletely different … No, not Monty 
Python, but the 2019 Annual 
Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon, 
which we will be changing up a bit 
this year. First, as you may have 
guessed from the new name, it will 
be a luncheon, not a BBQ as in years 
past. Second, we will celebrate jointly 
with volunteers at MSHP’s sister 
park, Asilomar State Beach and 
Conference Grounds. Please mark 
your calendars for Sunday, 
September 15, from noon to 3:00 
p.m. in the Seascape Room at the 
Julia Morgan–designed Crocker 
Dining Hall on Asilomar’s lower 
campus. Parking is free in any of the 
designated lots; allow 10 minutes to 
walk from your car to the dining hall. 
A detailed invitation/reminder will be 
sent out later in August. 

Due to the ongoing transition of 
my move and the little challenges 
along the way (I had no working 
phone for most of week one!), my 
column this issue follows some sage 
advice from the U.S. Navy, dating 
back to 1960: K.I.S.S. — most sys-
tems work best if they are kept sim-
ple rather than made complicated.  

P.S. My phone is now working, 
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Coordinator’s Corner: K.I.S.S. 

T he big move has finally hap-
pened!! (Well, mostly!) With 

Michael Green’s departure from 
Monterey State Historic Park, I will be 
giving it my best shot to carry the 
baton forward. I’ll retain minimal 
volunteer oversight of the Asilomar 
State Beach park unit, and will be 
traveling there to complete some 
projects over the next three to four 
months. But rest assured — MSHP is 
where I am primarily hanging my hat, 
and I look forward to becoming 
involved once again in this vibrant 
downtown Monterey community! 

There are so many opportunities 
here for celebration and education. 
Our July 4th Living History Day and 
Parade was a great success, with 
approximately 650 attendees (a 
huge increase over 2018), almost 
$600 in donations at the gate, and 
more than $500 in gift shop sales. 
We “switched it up” this year to add 
the wonderful MSHP dancers to the 
list of activities being offered and, on 
the recommendation of the MSHPA 
Board, held the event free of charge, 
with a request for donations instead. 
We really pounded the pavement 
with pre-event advertising via social 
media, See Monterey, the Old 
Monterey Foundation, and What’s Up 
Monterey. That extra work paid off! 

and so is my email, so please feel 
free to contact me at 831-649-7172 
or lisa.bradford@parks.ca.gov. 

 —By Lisa Bradford 
 Interpreter I 

they were a bunch of people who  
didn’t have very much money.”  

In 1927, Randall decided to sell, 
for reasons unknown. When Francis 
McComas, a Monterey Peninsula 
painter, heard that he was going to 
let go of the building, she persuaded 
Edith Van Antwerp of Burlingame, 
California, and Celia Tobin-Clark of 
San Francisco to purchase it. The 
pair initially thought they would keep 
renting it to artists. But they changed 
course and instead permitted famed 
interior decorator Frances Elkins to 
turn the building into her office, 
showrooms, and work studios. Elkins 
hired Gay as a furniture designer and 
custom framer. 

Elkins continued to work there 
until February 1947, even after Ant-
werp and Tobin-Clark gifted the 
house to the state of California in 
1941. Although the building is best 
known for the famous writer who re-
sided there in 1879, the decades 
after RLS left — especially the 1920s 
— is a time period at Stevenson 
House that also deserves to be re-
membered and celebrated.  

 —By Stuart Thornton 
 Guide Trainee 

Continued from pg. 4 

Stevenson House 

The MSHP dancers on July 4 —Photo by 
Kimberly Wright 
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ment at learning new information. 
While we explored the Custom 
House, for example, every child 
raised their hand multiple times,  
eager to ask questions and know 
more about everything they saw. 

Another great aspect of the week 
was watching the students learn not 
only from us but from one another as 
well. A young boy told Taiwanese leg-
ends about koi fish to the rest of the 
children as they gathered near the 
Memory Garden’s fountain during 
snack time. In another example, a girl 
who was an experienced sailor ex-
plained a few sailing terms as the 
youngsters were guided through  
rope-making activity. After snacks, we 
watched as the returning students 
helped teach the new ones how to 
operate the stilts we provided. Some 
of the learning went both ways: I 
agreed to practice stilt-walking along-
side one of the more hesitant girls, 
and by the end of the week, we both 
had learned to keep up with the en-
tire group. Practicing new skills is im-
portant — even for adults! It was ful-
filling to share that lesson with the 
children. 

This summer held a special 
“first” for Los Niños — the opportunity 
to use our freshly established 
classroom space inside the Pacific 

Learning With Los Niños 

A  wonderful group of 10 children      
 came through the doors of the 

Pacific House for their first day of 
camp on June 17. By June 21, their 
heads were full of information and 
their arms were full of the crafts they 
had made throughout our week of 
historical activities. 

Although this was my first year 
running the program with Senior Park 
Aid Meghan Braillard, I was delighted 
to see how many kids were returning 
after having enjoyed it in the past. 
This allowed me to learn directly from 
the niños themselves what they liked 
best. It also helped Meghan and me 
create some changes that would 
keep things fresh, exciting, and effi-
cient for everyone, new and experi-
enced! I got a sense of how signifi-
cant the tradition of Los Niños is to 
entire families. For instance, our stu-
dent helper for the week had been 
through the program many times and 
was now able to accompany her 
youngest sister as she encountered it 
with fresh eyes. It was wonderful to 
see the amount of joy everyone ex-
pressed during the program — 
children, parents, and staff alike. 

Throughout the week, we intro-
duced our students chronologically to 
the many periods in Monterey his-
tory, starting with the Native inhabi-
tants and ending with the American 
era. Each day held activities pertain-
ing to the time being discussed, giv-
ing the children a hands-on approach 
to understanding the cultures.  
Meghan led all of the walking field 
trips to significant historical build-
ings, including the Presidio Chapel, 
Larkin House, and Colton Hall. The 
kids even had the opportunity to see 
the former Los Niños stomping 
grounds of the Cooper-Molera adobe. 

Working with a small group over 
the course of five days really let  
Meghan and me get to know each 
child individually, and therefore en-
abled us to interpret to them better. 
We were blown away by their excite-

House. The new benches, chairs, 
tables, and electronics really helped 
facilitate the entire camp. Whether it 
was making cascarones, watching 
historical videos, or practicing dance 
moves for the culminating Fandango, 
everything was done within the new 
space. When Friday finally arrived, 
friends and families sat comfortably 
as the campers presented what they 
had learned throughout the week. 
Many students and families re-
marked that they were eager to visit 
the park again in the future to see 
how the room is painted and fin-
ished. 

Los Niños summer camp is truly 
about having a good time while learn-
ing new things. So, although we were 
able to run only a single weeklong 
session this year rather than the 
usual two, it is safe to say that it was 
a resounding success! It couldn’t 
have been done without Meghan’s 
extra administrative efforts or the 
helpful coordination of Lisa Bradford, 
Interpreter I. I also want to thank  
volunteers Bev Paxton and Karen 
Shaffer in the costume department 
for their generous time and effort in 
helping the children and me look our 
historical best.  

 —By Sam Koehler 
 Guide Trainee 

Creating cascarones was just one of the 
fun Los Niños activities that taught chil-
dren about Mexican California culture.  
—Photo by Sam Koehler 



 

 

Preserving Monterey’s Historic Heritage 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Monterey, CA 

Permit Number 248 

Your tax-deductible membership and donation support our mission of children’s programs and interpretation. 

August—October 2019 

 

MSHPA 
20 Custom House Plaza 

Monterey, CA  93940 

Return serv ice requested 

MSHPA Calendar 
 

Volunteer Social 
Monday, August 12, 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Larkin House garden 
 

“Of Land & Sea: A Tale of RLS, John Steinbeck,  
and Treasure Island” 
A MSHPA presentation with John Sanders 
Saturday, August 31, 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Stevenson House 
 

Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon 
Sunday, September 15, noon to 3 p.m. 
Seascape Room in the Crocker Dining Hall 
Asilomar Conference Grounds 
 

Monterey History Fest  
Saturday & Sunday, October 12 & 13 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 

CITA ticket sales kickoff 
Tuesday, October 15 
Custom House Store and online 
 

Christmas in the Adobes 
Friday & Saturday, December 13 & 14 
5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

 

Become a member 
You can renew, join, or donate at any time  

via our website at mshpa.org. 

The Monterey Manifest  
Is Going Digital 

 
Starting with our first issue of 2020,  

we will be delivering The Monterey Manifest 
digitally, in full color via email. 

This will help us save money (and shrinking 
planetary resources) by reducing our use of ink, 

paper, and postage. If you want to continue 
getting a printed copy by traditional mail, you’ll 

be given that option when you renew your 
MSHPA membership at the end of this year.  

 
Thanks for your support! 


