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T his year’s annual MSHPA meeting, held on 
Saturday, January 20, at the State Parks 

District Office, offered a great opportunity to 
learn more Monterey history and catch up with 
friends while hearing about the state of the 
parks and our association. 

Outgoing Co-President Gayle Paul intro-
duced the proceedings. Harish Joshi, who was 
co-president in 2017 and continues in that role 
this year, was unable to speak due to laryngitis. 
Jan Houser joins Harish as co-president in 
2018. Gayle thanked all of the board members, 
storekeepers, and docents for their participa-
tion, especially some of the newer volunteers. 
Financially, 2017 was a great year for Monterey 
State Historic Park Association. Our total in-
come amounted to $156,700. Net profit was 
$50,507. Even the donation box contributed a 
healthy $10,799.  

In addition, “we had a very successful year 
at the store,” she told attendees, “thanks in 
large part to Manager Kimberly Wright.” Our 

Annual Association Meeting 
MSHPA, State Parks “Sitting Pretty”  

 

H ow difficult would it be to raise $1.3 mil-
lion to repair the First Theater so it can 

be open to the public again? 
Most of us would say, “Whoa, that’s really a 

lot of money.” Or, “Are you nuts?” 
However, experienced local fund-raisers 

say, “That’s very do-able.” Or, “Hey, that’s not 
very much money.” 

Buoyed by the latter group’s confidence, 
Monterey State Historic Park Association’s 
board of trustees has committed MSHPA to 
step up to the plate. With the support of State 
Parks, it is launching a fund-raising campaign 
to renovate and reopen First Theater.  

MSHPA, a registered 501(3)c organization, 
feels the time has come for First Theater’s 
reemergence as a historic theatrical venue in 
Monterey. For our first donation, the board re-
cently voted to contribute the entire profits of 
the 2017 Christmas in the Adobes.  

profits there were $18,733, and daily visits 
were up, too, particularly compared to what 
they had been for years at the Cooper-Molera 
Store. She credited our prime location right by 
the wharf for drawing more guests.  

Gayle also lauded CITA. “We had an over-
the-top Christmas in the Adobes,” she said. “It 
was so well organized and advertised this past 
year.” Total income was $56,061. Our net prof-
it was $41,154, far exceeding the projected 
total income of $35,000 and even surpassing 
gross sales in 2016. 

MSHPA sponsored some popular volunteer-
appreciation socials throughout the year, like 
the one held at Larkin House that featured Vol-
unteer Coordinator Michael Green playing gui-
tar and leading a tour of the property. Gayle 
concluded by mentioning an ongoing project at 
the Custom House: setting up specially-loaded 
iPads to provide guests with an added source 
of historical information and interpretation. 

Continued on p. 2 

A committee headed by Jan Houser, 
MSHPA co-president and chair of fund-raising, 
has begun gathering information to aid in these 
efforts. Essentially, this initial stage is simply to 
ask local foundations, grant-making organiza-
tions, and individual donors for their sugges-
tions: Whom should we contact? How should 
we approach them? 

Next will come a two-pronged effort: solicit-
ing grants from organizations and donations 
from individuals, as well as a series of fund-
raising activities both to publicize the campaign 
and to earn additional capital. 

The First Theater in California, which dates 
to the 1840s, has been closed for more than 
15 years because of unsafe conditions in the 
deteriorating building. Even the adjacent tavern 
could not be opened for Christmas in the Ado-
bes this past December. 

Continued on p. 3 
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Monterey State Historic Park Association 
20 Custom House Plaza  Monterey, CA  93940 
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Custom House Store 
Monterey State Historic Park Association 

Business Members 

Annual Meeting 

Next up was Eric Abma, Asilomar sector 
superintendent. He began by extending his 
gratitude for the partnership between State 
Parks and MSHPA. (He said that District Su-
perintendent Brent Marshall shared these 
feelings and wanted to attend but had a 
scheduling conflict.) Several years ago, State 
Parks conducted a number of studies, Eric 
said, starting with one by the Little Hoover 
Commission and then another by the Parks 
Forward Commission, led by entrepreneurs 
and other businesspeople. Presently, the 
parks are in the implementation and 
“transformation phase.” District boundaries 
are changing statewide. We will be losing 
Fremont Peak, Henry Coe, and San Juan Bau-
tista State Parks, he said, which will all be-
come part of a new, as-yet-unnamed district. 
However, we’re not losing any staff in the re-
maining areas. “This gives us a chance to fo-
cus on what we do best,” he said.  

Eric then moved on to the initiatives being 
implemented, beginning with technology ad-
vancement. “I’m a little bit embarrassed to 
say we’re flopping here on a colossal basis,” 
he admitted. “But I have confidence that 
we’re going to come out the other side.” The 
district is moving to online time sheets and 
real-time budgeting. And Eric was especially 

excited about Reserve California, the state’s new online reservation 
system developed by Xerox. Eventually, when it’s working properly, 
people will be able to book not only campsites online but also tours. 
Eric anticipated that this will have “a big upside for us at Monterey 
State Historic Park” in a few years. He foresaw being able to arrange 
tours throughout Monterey, not just from the Pacific House, and having 
the advance information necessary to schedule the right number of 
staff members, so we can add guides for extra tours when demand is 
high and cancel tours if no one signs up. Plus, it will give us an 
opportunity to offer access to more of the buildings more of the time, 
he said. 

Another initiative, service-based budgeting, is rolling forward and 
helping us get the increased state funding we need, in particular for 
hiring. One of our most recent recruits was Peter Brandt, a ranger who 
graduated last summer from the academy. By this summer, we should 
have another fresh academy graduate. On the down side, we lost a 
groundskeeper, but we will be replacing that position with a skilled la-
borer (Worker II) who can handle more-complicated tasks, Eric said. He 
hoped to get a laborer on staff as well. And finally, he brought up the 
fact that Michael Green will be leaving State Parks in the not-too-
distant future. Interpreter I Lisa Bradford has already been picked as 
his successor, and she will be working alongside him “so we don’t miss 
a beat,” Eric said. 

Regarding other budgetary issues, State Parks got a significant 
bump from the passage of Senate Bill 1, which supports infrastructure 
and transportation: $55 million this year and $80 million going for-
ward. Of course, Eric cautioned, this money is also earmarked for the 
Department of Boating and Waterways, which is now part of State 
Parks, so it won’t go as far as you might think. Even so, “we’re sitting 
pretty well right now,” he told the audience. 

That’s helped by generous annual donations from MSHPA. Last 
year’s fundraising chair, Jan Houser, said that our association is com-
mitted to giving $50,000 to Monterey State Historic Park this year and 
again in 2019. One way she hopes to accomplish this is by marketing 
tours to passengers on cruise ships that call in Monterey Bay. Several 
ships are slated to stop here in 2018; the number will increase in  
coming years.  

Fundraising will be needed this year for another big project, the 
First Theater, which has been closed since 2002. The estimated cost 
to reopen the building is $1.3 million, and MSHPA plans to apply for 
grants to come up with the cash. Eric said that State Parks is happy to 
partner with our association in support of this campaign though it can-
not engage directly in raising capital.  

Last on the agenda (before special guest speaker Michael Sover-
eign) was Michael Green, who had the pleasant job of awarding park 
 

Continued from p. 1 
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Since 2002, the Monterey district 
of State Parks has had a plan on its 
books to repair and renovate First 
Theater. But California State Parks 
has not been funded adequately for 
decades, so maintenance on the 
theater has been deferred and de-
ferred again. That’s bad enough for 
structures on scenic State Park sites. 
It’s devastating for adobes that lit-
erally crumble from the bottom up as 
well as the top down without con-
tinuous upkeep.  

Now State Parks has identified all 
of the work that needs to be done 
and broken it down into specific pro-
jects. They have already completed 
the engineering phase, seismic and 
earthquake hazard reduction, and 
repair of the brick chimney. Those 
jobs alone cost over half a million 
dollars. Still ahead, and totaling more 
than $1.3 million, are drainage 
improvements to the site, repair or 
replacement of the roof, and — the 
biggies — mechanical, plumbing, 
electrical, and fire-suppression 
projects. The last phase will be 
upgrades to ADA accessibility. 

As it sorts through various fund-
raising proposals, the MSHPA com-
mittee will be looking for those that 
seem to offer the biggest payoff for 
the effort involved. 

MSHPA will be reaching out not 
only to major regional donors who 
have supported local history projects 
in the past but also to theatrical or-
ganizations and individuals. Would 
they be willing to stage a production 
as a benefit for First Theater? Would 

First Theater Restoration 
they provide an endorsement for the 
importance of opening a very historic 
building to the public? Would they get 
behind an effort to give schoolchil-
dren the opportunity to experience 
live theater as part of a field trip — 
and perhaps even meet some actors 
and actresses in person? Would pro-
minent Hollywood players who have 
ties to Monterey (e.g., those in recent 
films and TV series using the Penin-
sula as a backdrop, participants in 
the AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am, part-
time residents) be willing to lend 
their names to endorsements as  
publicity for fund-raising efforts? 

Another idea is to take advantage 
of the increasing number of visits by 
cruise ships plying the Central Coast. 
MSHPA hopes to contact cruise ship 
operators in advance of their visits 
and offer a $25 per person walking 
tour of historic downtown buildings. 
Each tour would be led by a MSHP 
docent and end with tea in one of the 
historic gardens, such as the Steven-
son or Larkin Houses. 

Still another idea would be to 
stage a benefit at Golden State The-
ater in downtown Monterey, possibly 
a musical review including many of 
the performers who entertain during 
Christmas in the Adobes. 

Originally built by the English sail-
or John Alfred (Jack) Swan in 1845, 
during California’s Mexican period, 
the structure we know as the First 
Theater began as a saloon. Two 
years later, a large abode section 

was added to serve as a 
multipurpose boardinghouse and 
storeroom.  

In 1849, it was turned over to 
American soldiers. A group of them, 
probably bored, asked permission to 
stage some plays there. The first the-
atrical performance on the site was 
given Monday evening, February 11, 
1850. Their melodramas (with men 
taking the parts of women, wearing 
scarves over their hair and speaking 
in tiny high voices) proved a smash-
ing success. The local newspaper 
reported that opening night sold out, 
at the princely sum of $5 per person. 
And — scandal of scandals — there 
were unaccompanied women in the 
audience. 

This and subsequent shows are 
thought to have been the first theatri-
cal performances given to a paying 
audience in California history. Melo-
dramas continued to be hugely popu-
lar with people of all ages. Well into 
the 1920s, several local theater 
groups used the historic site. One of 
those was the Gold Coast Players, 
who enjoyed a long-term stint that 
continued into the 1990s. 

It’s time that Monterey be able to 
enjoy the First Theater again, both as 
a historic adobe and a theatrical ven-
ue. All ideas for fund-raising efforts 
are welcome. 

 —By Susan Miller 
MSHPA Board Member, Marketing 

Continued from p. 1 

A trap door above the stage remains from the 
old theater. —Photos by Allen C. Miller 

A maze of unsafe wiring, typical of what’s 
been added to the building throughout the 
years.  

This is one of the rooms that was originally 
part of Jack Swan’s boardinghouse, an early 
addition to his saloon. 



Michael Sovereign Recounts Tales of Hippolyte Bouchard 

I n honor of this year’s bicentennial 
of the Battle of Monterey, distin-

guished speaker Michael Sovereign 
shared some little-known background 
stories about the man responsible for 
it — Hippolyte Bouchard — at our an-
nual board meeting in January. Sov-
ereign also brought to light some 
deeper issues about Alta California: 
the watershed event that spurred 
Mexico’s War of Independence, and 
the revolutionary changes we under-
went after becoming Mexican.  

On November 20, 1818, Sover-
eign explained, the French captain 
Hippolyte Bouchard landed in Monte-
rey Bay, then part of Spain, and ran-
sacked El Castillo. The governor, Don 
Pablo Vicente de Sola, commanded 
everyone to retreat to the Royal Pre-
sidio Chapel, since he did not have 
enough soldiers to protect them. 
Though Bouchard and his men set 
Sola’s “mansion” ablaze and planted 
the Argentine flag on our soil, the 
governor’s order saved the lives of all 
of the residents.  

Nefarious as he sounds, 
Bouchard was in fact a legitimate 
privateer, sailing with a letter of 
marque from the Argentine 
government (though technically, that 
letter had already expired). As is 
usually the case in armed conflicts 
between nations, whether you are 
considered a knave or a knight 

depends on your side of the struggle. 
Sir Francis Drake, for instance, was a 
privateer for the British. “A privateer 
is an official pirate,” Sovereign joked, 
basically a mercenary. 

Bouchard was born near 
Marseille, France. He enlisted in the 
French navy, joined with Napoleon to 
fight England’s admiral Horatio 
Nelson, and was subsequently taken 
by the British. While captive, he 
learned English and was exposed to 
“different ideas,” Sovereign said. 

Eventually, disillusioned with 
Napoleon, Bouchard left 
France and is believed to 
have gone to Baltimore. 
According to Sovereign, 
during the War of 1812 this 
Maryland city was considered 
“the capital of the privateers 
who were fighting for the U.S. 
and against the English,” and 
it was there that Bouchard 
learned his new life’s work. 
He sailed to Argentina and 
became part of the revolt 
again the new king of Spain, 
Joseph Bonaparte. 
 A few years earlier, in 
1808, King Ferdinand VII had 

been overthrown by Napoleon, who 
then installed his brother Joseph on 
the throne in Madrid. This became a 
turning point in the larger revolution. 
The Spanish people, especially in 
many of the colonies, “wanted to go 
forward like the U.S.,” Sovereign said, 
“and become republics.” They viewed 
King Joseph as a step backward.  

Once New Spain attained 
independence, the changes that Alta 
California saw in land policy, trade 
policy, and immigration policy were 
themselves revolutionary — and all 
interconnected: new land policy 
drove new trade policy, both of which 
in turn drove new immigration. One 
of the specific places that was 
affected was the Custom House.  

Alta California had been a “noble 
experiment,” Sovereign told us, 
relying on a network of Catholic 
missions to settle the area. These 

missions existed on subsistence 
farming, augmented by a royal 
subsidy and pious fund of one 
shipload of provisions each year from 
San Blas. The goods were distributed 
through the Monterey Custom House 
and sent by mule trains to the 
outlying missions. People eked by on 
very little import. But now as 
Mexicans, the locals realized this 
system was no longer working, and 
the mission lands were turned into 
secular ranchos and pueblos.  

The ranchos needed their own 
source of income, and the 
abundance of Texas longhorns 
brought over by the Spanish fit the 
bill. It also opened up a labor market 
for the indigenous people to raise 
and slaughter the animals and 
process the hide and tallow. In a very 
short time, the area’s economy was 
transformed. 

In 2016, Monterey Mayor Clyde 
Robertson proclaimed “the start of 
the celebration of the bicentennial of 
the Battle of Monterey,” and it 
culminates later this year. Sovereign 
said that volunteers are still needed 
to play the parts of townspeople or 
soldiers in the reenactment. He also 
requested help in better researching 
the Custom House during this period 
and the changes in trade policy.  

In his proclamation, Mayor 
Robertson recognized the Museums 
and Cultural Arts Commission, of 
which Sovereign is a voting member 
and former chair, “for taking the lead 
in initiating this celebration.” The 
Museums and Cultural Arts 
Commission, formerly known as the 
Colton Hall and Cultural Arts 
Commission, promotes public art and 
history throughout the community. 
Sovereign is also a retired professor 
of Operations Research at the Naval 
Postgraduate School and served in 
the Pentagon, Pacific Command 
headquarters, and the NATO 
research center in the Netherlands.  

—By Holly Haynes 
The Monterey Manifest Co-Editor 
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Guest speaker Michael Sovereign (left) chats with 
Interpretive Program Manager Michael Green at the 
annual meeting. —Photo by H.H. 
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Sexual Politics Is Nothing New 

G lancing through the book-
shelves at the Custom House 

Store, one might be intimidated at 
first by the title Intimate Frontiers: 
Sex, Gender, and Culture in Old Cali-
fornia. It has a serious, academic 
ring to it. Ironically, its author, Albert 
L. Hurtado, could have added one 
word to his title — power — to simplify 
things. This is a book about who has 
power over whom in early California. 
Also, contrary to the tone of the title, 
it’s a relatively short piece on 
California history (141 pages). 
Additionally, Hurtado writes mostly in 
a storytelling style, which makes 
what is often heavyweight material 
easier reading. 

Intimate Frontiers is one of those 
history books that’s best to start  
reading with the last chapter. Al-
though the forward, preface, and in-
troduction are well worth reading, 
Chapter 6 (which shares the book’s 
title) gives a concise and eloquent 
summation of the material that 
precedes it. By perusing Chapter 6 
first, the reader will get an 
intellectual map to the first five 
chapters. 

Hurtado begins with a sexual di-
lemma at the missions. Firstly, there 
were the soldiers, brutalized single 

men who satisfied their desires by 
raping Indian women. Secondly, 
there were the Indian’s attitudes to-
wards marriage, family, tribe, and 
homosexuality, which were diametri-
cally opposed to the friars’ religious 
and moral codes. Hurtado dutifully 
charts the statistics involved, but his 
emphasis is on relating individual 
soldier and Indian stories that illus-
trate his points. 

The author continues this style of 
writing, balancing evidence and story-
telling, into the Mexican Californio 
period and a discussion of marriage, 
both prearranged and of mixed cul-
ture. Marriages were arranged by 
patriarchs in an attempt to establish, 
maintain, and expand familial 
“empires” of land and trade. There 
were basically two types of culturally 
mixed marriages: Mexican-Indian and 
Mexican-Yankee. Both types were 
aimed at cultural assimilation. 

Next Hurtado examines the 
crossing of the frontier, the journey 
from east to west. He chooses two 
stories to tell, one of a Methodist 
missionary going around the Horn, 
the other about the Donner party 

crossing overland. The missionary 
encounters the marriage market, 
with its severe imbalance of men to 
women. The Donner party illustrates 
the failure of the patriarchal system. 

The journey west leads to the 
Gold Rush and mining-camp culture, 
where the marriage market is exacer-
bated, prostitution abounds, rape is 
common, and vigilante justice pre-
vails. Hurtado provides data analysis 
and intriguing stories for each of the 
gold society’s ills. 

Hurtado’s last story is of Amelia, 
a 14-year-old serving girl working for 
a family in frontier California. She is 
impregnated by her employer and 
dies from the ensuing abortion. It is a 
frank and detailed discussion/
illustration of what little control 
women had over their own bodies in 
frontier California. 

Intimate Frontiers defines two 
types of frontiers, physical and men-
tal. Often when crossing one we are 
also crossing the other. It makes one 
wonder: What frontiers are we cros-
sing today? 

—By George Wright 
MSHP Volunteer 

K udos are due our volunteer storekeepers at the Custom House Store 
and the park staff at Pacific House: We have just completed the biggest 

sales year ever at Monterey State Historic Park. Our move from Cooper-
Molera in the early months of 2016 had us wondering what the future would 
hold. The future is here, and it’s good!  

In 2017, sales at the Custom House Store totaled $75,399.76, and at 
Pacific House we grossed $10,384.55, for a total of $85,784.31. This is up 
from $80,560.96 in 2016. Our largest expense is inventory, which is a little 
more than 50 percent of our gross sales. Other expenses include payroll, 
sales tax, credit card discount, and operating supplies and expenses. Our net 
profit for 2017 was $18,745.38, up from $5,622.53 in 2016, an increase of 
more than 300 percent. 

Our new location near Fisherman’s Wharf means that we see far more 
tourist traffic. In addition to visitors from out of town, the locals are beginning 
to find us again. Tour buses and cruise ships give our sales a boost, and a 
dozen cruise ships are scheduled to visit Monterey in 2018.  

It’s true that we face increased competition from the wharf stores, but 
our merchandise is selected to appeal to a slightly different customer, one 
who is interested in history. Since moving to our current location, we’ve 
worked to tailor our merchandise to our new customers without compromis-
ing our commitment to the interpretation of themes and topics appropriate to 

Continued on p. 7 

A Record Year at Our Stores 
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who hired me as a guide at Hearst 
Castle 28 years ago. She was my 
mentor for 10 years, as we eventually 
worked together as supervisors there 
… an amazingly smart woman and a 
good friend.  

May saw me traveling to the 
Ranger/Lifeguard Academy at Butte 
College (near Chico), where I was 
privileged to teach a fresh group of 
State Parks peace officers. Our new-
est ranger, Peter Brandt, graduated 
with that group — his talents were 
easy to spot! 

Our Volunteers enjoyed a Living 
History Day at San Juan Bautista on 
May 6. The next week we began plan-
ning our 34th Christmas in the  
Adobes. On May 20, the Robert Louis 
Stevenson Club held their yearly Tea 
in the Garden event — very civilized — 
and in June we held the annual Vol-
unteer Appreciation Barbecue.  

Summer continued to be filled 
with activity. The July 4th Living  
History Day and Parade included 
many new staff members and Volun-
teers, who pitched in to make it a 
resounding success. And August 25 
featured Lindy Perez giving a wonder-
ful talk on Robert Louis Stevenson’s 
experience with goat ranchers in Car-
mel Valley. 

Labor Day weekend in Septem-
ber brought a record number of visi-
tors to the Custom House and Pacific 
House. One staff person clicked in 
more than 600 guests on Saturday 
alone.  

Our 2017–18 school season 
kicked off in October. In 2016–17, 
we hosted 93 programs, 44 of which 
were for Title 1 schools, who got bus-
sing scholarships. After receiving a 
$5,000 grant from the Nancy Buck 
Ransom Foundation last year, 
MSHPA is helping Callista invite even 
more schools here. 

In November, preparations for 
Christmas in the Adobes intensified: 
We bought advertising, drafted Volun-
teers and wayfinders, printed tickets 
and programs, made posters, and 
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Annual Meeting 

Coordinator’s Corner 

W ow, last year went by quickly! 
Here is a short recap of some 

2017 highlights. 
In January, we did our final 

walkthrough with the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation before hand-
ing over Cooper-Molera. Exciting 
things are on the horizon, as the trust 
says it will be ready to open around 
June of 2018.  

Later in January, MSHPA began 
discussing the Custom House Tablet 
Project, now in its final stages. Two or 
three interactive iPad tablets will be 
placed in the Custom House to en-
hance the interpretive experience for 
our guests and take some of the 
pressure off docents and guides dur-
ing busy times, when the place is 
packed. Then in February, I started 
putting together the content for these 
tablets and meeting with Jerry Carter 
to figure out what the site should 
look like. Jerry also gave me a quick 
tutorial on managing the website that 
will hold the interpretive content.  

In March, we held a Volunteer 
Information Workshop in the Custom 
House. We also welcomed several 
new Volunteers to the Custom House 
that month: Edna Barker, Donna Gib-
son, Audrey Hayward, and Lee  
Henderson.  

In April, Lorri and I traveled to 
San Diego to attend the retirement 
party for Karen Beery, the person 

cleaned and updated the banners. 
Then on December 8 and 9, the year 
culminated with our most successful 
CITA ever. Several new staff mem-
bers and Volunteers who worked the 
event for the first time were amazed 
by the turnout. The weather was per-
fect, and attendance and profits out-
did previous years by significant  
margins.  

Yes, 2017 is going to be a tough 
act to follow. Let me start by thanking 
you for your work and wishing you all 
a happy and prosperous New Year! 

—By Michael D. Green 
State Park Interpreter III  

Continued from p. 2 

passes to volunteers. Over 5,000 
service hours were recorded in 2017, 
he said, an uptick of 7 percent over 
the previous year. He attributed the 
boost to greater individual commit-
ment, more opportunities for volun-
teering at the Custom House, better 
ways of tracking hours, and our 12 
new volunteers. District passes were 
presented to 11 people, who each 
donated at least 72 hours of their 
time: Nancy Durein, Sally Eastham, 
David Ford, Donna Gibson, Randy 
Hawkinson, Holly Haynes, Jeff 
Haynes, Robin Jensen, Mary Powell, 
Jeanie Sturges, and George Wright. 
Statewide passes, which reward at 
least 200 hours of service, were giv-
en to all of the board members plus 
five more volunteers: Suzan Barroso, 
Toy Bryant, Kat Deering, Jane Gar-
rettson, Lee Henderson, Jan Houser, 
Harish Joshi, Bende Kelly, Ruth Ann 
Krotzer, Susan Miller, Nancy Otis, 
Gayle Paul, Lindy Perez, Suzanne 
Siegelman, Bonnie Van Meter, and 
Kimberly Wright. Michael urged eve-
ryone to keep track of the time they 
spend at home on park duties and to 
note these hours along with their 
storekeeper and docent shifts. 

—By Holly Haynes 
The Monterey Manifest Co-Editor  
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ate big-picture conclusions from 
them, presents an exciting next 
phase in my career as an educator.  

With these STEM standards in 
mind, I decided to create, in concert 
with local educators, a special whale-
history and citizen-science program 
for older students. The idea was 
sparked shortly after my CSUMB 
class, when I went on a boat ride with 
Discovery Whale Watch, a new tour 
company in town, and noticed that 
their mission statement highlights 
education. My new school program 
will begin with a half-hour whale 
history tour, followed by a Discovery 
Whale Watch adventure and then 
such project-based learning activities 
as collecting water and plankton 
samples to test for markers like 
dissolved carbon dioxide and salinity. 

I’ve been meeting at Seaside 
High School after work with five 
teachers from local schools in order 
to involve them in creating the curric-
ulum from the very start. On Decem-
ber 11, we had a valuable two-hour 
brainstorming session. And now that 
I have approval from Eric Abma, our 
sector superintendent, as well as the 
owners of Discovery Whale Watch, 
my next phase is grant-writing.  

Some of the brightest and most 
driven teachers I know work in class-
rooms that are undersupplied. How 
are they to afford a unique whale-
watching and science excursion? 
While 3rd and 4th grades have a 
fund for field trips, that money dries 
up for the later grades. So my goal is 
to hunt down grants that relate to 
STEM, citizen science, and ocean/
water conservation and see if we can 
use that money for supplies and to 
defray the cost for schools that would 
otherwise be hard-pressed to partici-
pate. If you know of any grants out 
there — or better yet, would like to 
write a grant — please contact me at 
callista.turner@parks.ca.gov. 
Hopefully, I will be able to share 
much more news about this program 
in upcoming columns. 

New Citizen-Science Program in the Works  

E ven while I’ve been busy growing 
the 3rd- and 4th-grade educa-

tional programs at Monterey State 
Historic Park, I’ve been working be-
hind the scenes to develop a new 
project-based science class that will 
be geared to older students. I’m ex-
cited to be able to share some of 
these plans with you now.  

First, though, I’d like to recognize 
that the completion of the fall half of 
the school year brought some great 
new milestones. This year we maxed 
out all of our school programs. In the 
fall alone, we held 11 Rumsien 
programs, 23 Mexican California 
sessions, and 11 demonstration field 
trips for schools that are on a shorter 
time frame or are unable to book a 
Hands-On program. That is the most 
we have ever done. January–May is 
already completely booked. Reserva-
tions for the next school year open in 
May 2018. Before that, in March, re-
gistration for our summertime Los Ni-
ños day camp begins. What I am 
saying is that this part-time job keeps 
me and everyone around me busy! 

In September 2017, I attended a 
teacher training at California State 
University, Monterey Bay. Out of 80 
participants, I was one of only three 
who didn’t work directly for a school. 
This course helped me realize that 
classroom teachers are struggling 
with the same issues I am: limited or 
nonexistent budgets, and new stan-
dards that emphasize community 
and projects but that give little direc-
tion. In particular, the new standards 
in STEM (science/technology/
engineering/math) are mandated 
with unclear directives. Other than 
“project drive” and “community,” 
there really isn’t a lot of clarity as to 
what teachers should be teaching.  

STEM standards heavily target 
the higher grades, 6 through 12, a 
group that visits State Parks much 
less often. For me, reaching a new 
set of users like these preteens and 
teenagers, who have the capacity to 
understand concepts and then cre-

Lastly, I would like to personally 
thank all of the people who have sup-
ported me, Monterey State Historic 
Park, our schools and teachers, and 
of course the bright-eyed students. 
Without that support, we would not 
be able to have the positive impact 
we have on thousands of students 
every year.  

—By Callista Turner, Guide I 
Monterey State Historic Park 

Monterey State Historic Park. 
Because we have volunteer 

storekeepers at the Custom House 
every day except January 1, Thanks-
giving, and December 25, we are 
able to keep California State Historic 
Landmark #1 open to visitors even 
when no park staff are scheduled. 
Much of the time, there is a docent in 
the main room, but when there isn’t, 
our storekeepers are available to in-
terpret the history of the Custom 
House and early Monterey. If you 
share our love of history, please con-
sider joining us as a volunteer docent 
or storekeeper. 

—By Kimberly Wright 
Custom House Store Manager 
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MSHPA Calendar 
 

Volunteer Social 
Thursday, February 22, 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
The Custom House 
 

Volunteer Lecture / Training Session 
Saturday, March 24 
The Stevenson House 
 

Extended “Summer” Hours Begin  
Sunday, April 1 
The Pacific House will be open six days a week, 
and walking tours will also be available six days 
a week. 
 

3rd Annual Louis and Fanny Anniversary Tea 
Saturday, May 19, 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
The Stevenson House garden 

 

Christmas in the Adobes  
Friday & Saturday, December 7 & 8, 5 to 9 p.m. 

 

We Have a Winner! 
 
As soon as we saw this name, it became manifest (er … ob-
vious) that it was the one for our newsletter. At first we 
thought about the word’s overt reference to the many ship 
manifests that came through the Custom House in the 
1800s and, by extension, the whole hide-and-tallow trade, 
which was at the heart of Monterey’s economy. But beyond 
that, we like to think of this publication as a manifest — that 
is, a way of revealing or manifesting all the news about Mon-
terey State Historic Park Association in the 21st century.  

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to our naming 
contest. You are all winners, as are the many volunteers and 
MSHPA members who daily support our mission of educa-
tion and interpretation of early Monterey and California. 
Plus, a special shout-out to volunteer Margie Gillaspy, who 
helped design our masthead and the new front page. 

Have you renewed your membership? 
You can renew, join, or donate at any time via our website at mshpa.org. 

Planning to move? Be sure to give us your new address so you don’t miss a single newsletter. 


